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As any artist will tell you one’s craft is their journey. A journey of personal and 
professional growth, of learning, refining, and pushing your boundaries. In Canada, 
Schwarzkopf Professional® has been part of the hairdresser’s journey for over 60 years 

and we will always remain committed to you, your journey, and your craft. So, we are excited 
to share with you our next steps together.

Effective January 1st, 2023, Schwarzkopf Professional®, in Ontario and Quebec, will be 
available to you via our new Schwarzkopf Professional® direct sales team. Let me share 
with you the benefits of working with our direct sales team.

By purchasing through the direct sales organization, the salon has direct access to the 
manufacturer. That means more resources for you to grow your business, including: 

• Full access to all educational programs and tools

• Best equipped direct sales consultant to work with and train you on the full 
portfolio offered by Schwarzkopf Professional and Alterna Haircare

• Maximizing the value of our loyalty programs to strengthen the salons business 

In addition, Schwarzkopf Professional® will continue to be available in Ontario and Quebec 
via an approved distributor store network and in the rest of Canada via approved full-service 
distributor partners. These channels will play an equally important role as they provide you 
ongoing support and service for all your product needs. 

Our goal is to keep you informed of any updates as we move through this transition. In the 
interim, we ask our customers in Ontario and Quebec to continue purchasing from their 
local distributor through the end of the year.  Starting November 1st, 2022, those customers 
can anticipate a phone call or visit from your dedicated sales consultant or an inside sales 
representative to set up your account and to discuss the transition of sales and deliveries 
made after January 1, 2023.  On behalf of Schwarzkopf Professional® Canada, we 
thank you for your continued support and business.

John Fortunato 
Head of Henkel Beauty Care 
Hair Professional Canada 

John Franco Fortunato

@SchwarzkopfCAN @SchwarzkopfCAN @SchwarzkopfProfessionalCanada Schwarzkopf Professional Canada

#SchwarzkopfCAN
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By artists, for artists,  
supporting all artists.

 D'antal Sampson  
  B.A. (Hons), J.D.  
WRITER / SALES  @dantalsampson

 You must thoroughly know yourself before you can truly seek to know anyone else.

Natalia Farahmand 
MAKEUP ARTIST  @desideriobeauty

"Life is too short”, the greatest lesson I learned this year. We must never allow our fears to act  
as obstacles. Dream, strategize and execute. Never give up, as time waits for no one.

Joanna Gray 
PHOTOGRAPHER  @jgrayphototo

I learned that you might have an idea as to how you believe your life will progress, but there can  
be other forces at play that have other plans for you. Sometimes you just have to ride the wave 
and trust that, with the support of your family and friends, you will ultimately end up heading in the 
right direction anyways.

Keena Alwahaidi 
WRITER  @keenaalwahaidi

2022 was full of moments that made me question my strength. I’ve learned that I’m often more resilient 
than I give myself credit for - even in times of turmoil. 

Ky'ana Sampson 
WRITER  @_kyxx

After going through this year and experiencing lessons upon lessons, there is one that stood out to me 
the most. The importance of patience has been paramount for my well-being and a common theme 
throughout my personal growth this year. As my goals have continued to amount, my yearning for 
their accomplishment has grown with it. However, the universe does not work at the pace you want 
it to and it has continued to remind me of this. I’ve learned through breathing and simply accepting 
that it is important to be able to control your frustration, anger and whatever secondary emotions you 
experience because of impatience. The most beautiful things in life take time and you can’t control the 
pace at which it moves but you can control how you move through them. 

Monika Sidhu 
GUEST CONTRIBUTOR 

It can feel so difficult to put a year into one lesson but this year, there’s been one lesson that has really 
revealed itself to me: finding balance. At the beginning of the year, I was hustling as much as I could and 
trying to fill up my time with productivity as much as I humanly could. I was adamant to prove I could 
do it all but by May I had burned myself out. For the last few months I have allowed myself rest and time 
but I’ve also realized that the hustle is something I do enjoy. I simply need to find the proper balance of 
putting in work and granting myself grace. It’s great to put in work, but how can you do that if you’re not 
taking care of yourself? I’m excited to finish 2022 and begin 2023 with being intentional about balance 
and not short changing myself.
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Now, when I became an editor, it was a little more challenging because I didn't 
have a clear view of what that looked like. I was literally trying to become 
something that I’d never seen before. This was both terrifying and exciting all 
at the same time. Really and truly, it was up to me to create this portion of my 
life. And the best part was, it could be whatever I wanted it to be. I could do 
whatever I needed. But first, I had to change the way I thought of myself in order 
to become what I believed was my truth. That was the most powerful.

As I continue to uncover all of the many avenues that I now call life, I come 
prepared to serve. I am here for you. Remembering that I cannot lead without 
humility, serving others is not beneath me; serving others is what uplifts me - 
providing I am serving the right people in the right place… I feel like I’m in the 
right place.   

EDITOR'S LETTER

ANDREA SAMPSON, EDITOR // 416.476.9900 //  
andreasampson@efemagazine.com  //  @andreasampsonefemagazine

Andrea Sampson
Addressing hair by texture not race. 

Jump in,  
with both feet.  

Even if you don't 
know how to swim.

Every season of my life has required a more elevated version of 
myself. When I wanted to be an educator, I started by dressing the 
part. I dressed the way I thought an educator should look, and I 
prepared to share. I knew that it was my job as an educator to share 
my knowledge without reservation and allow others to absorb that 
information and make sense of it however they so chose. 

When I wanted to be a director, I also started dressing the part; 
a little more refined - but still fly. However, I had to change my 
mindset and prepare to lead. I discovered that being a leader was 
truly a selfless act – it was my job to put the needs of others first, to 
protect, and to lead by example, all whilst standing at the back. 

What I’ve learned is that unlearning is just as important as learning… because you 
can only go further when your intelligence and your heart meet. So, if you’re not 
open to hearing all sides, you will miss out on opportunities because your point of 
view will not allow you to hear or see the truth. I promise you it’s not just about 
hair…it’s about life and being in the moment in order to become better at it. 

Because if you’re in this for the long haul…if you’re here to stay; know that you’re 
not going to be good at everything. Not all at once. Give yourself time. Every 
year, I picked one thing, anything, to focus on and become better at that. I did so 
knowing that with preparation, comes confidence and with confidence anything 
is possible. Truth is, I don't have it all figured out, I probably never will. But if my 
purpose continues to have significance, it won't matter and I will continue to 
serve you all -  it is the only way I choose to live. 

So, if you’re here to teach, share with all your heart. Nothing you share openly 
with others can take away from your abilities, it will just add to it.

If you are here to lead. Put your ego aside, use your power for good and help 
others create a world we can all be proud of. 

And if you are a creator, don’t let the noise of the world silence or stop you.  
Jump in, with both feet. Even if you don’t know how to swim. It’s never going to 
be easy. But it will always be worth it.
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RECAP
There were so many setbacks, so many obstacles, and so many reasons 
to just cancel. However, we never lost sight of the end goal; you. I’m 
sure we are all familiar with the saying, “everything happens for a 
reason,” Regardless, in that moment when that friend or whomever is 
trying to console you with that knowledge, it’s literally falling on deaf 
ears. You just want what you want. But once you take a moment to 
reflect, it’s everything you needed. 

We had two choices; to allow the disruptions to diminish what we 
 had taken the entire year to plan, or take the additional time and  
make it spectacular. For obvious reasons, we chose the latter.

I feel like we have taken forever to get here. But here we are 
reminiscing on the humble beginnings of what will be the greatest 
show in the beauty industry’s history. The VZN Awards. And this isn’t 
arrogance speaking… I've attended too many shows, I mean, I’ve been 

in the industry for over 25 years… We have something different.  
We have a vibe. One that echoed the moment you walked into the 
room.  It was a vibe that made you proud to be present in that moment.  
A vibe that made you know you were part of something… something 
really BIG. I’ve been doing shows independently for over 10 years and 
nothing felt like the vibe we created on September 11th.

Education Partners
Working towards an industry of inclusion.
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RECAP

Swag bags from 
Joico were a hit

Brandon Gonez - 
Toronto’s favourite news 
personality!

Marca College 
volunteers rocking 

their “what the 
efe?” t-shirts! 

Artist Alicia Bucknor created a painting 
that attendees could sign placing them in 
VZN Award history forever.

No one in the room was better than anyone else. We were all equals. 
Everyone was seen. Everyone was an artist. And in the moment, we were 
all there to celebrate each other, to be recognized, and to see our work on 
the big screen. Everyone came as themselves, comfortable in their own 
skin, head up, chins high, owning the red carpet with every step. Seeing 
that, made me so proud of what we have created. 

The night started with a cocktail hour where drinks and passed appetizers 
were shared. Efe Magazine, Joico, STMNT and Matrix owned the room 
with their interactive activations, photo booths and media walls – all while 
DJ Dale killed it on the turntables. To make it even better, feature artist 
Alicia Buckner created a painting that attendees could sign and place their 
names in VZN Awards history forever after.

The show started off with a bang! With what was said to be one of  “the 
best opening acts ever witnessed.” It was a combination of dance, hair and 
a selection of the finest music. Literal hair flips and hair spray took over the 
stage. Guaranteed, if you were in the room you were moving with every 
beat. The night was host by Efe Magazine’s own D’antal Sampson and 
Stokes the MC. They made the somewhat long event painless with their 
wit and immense charm. Both killed it with their “fits” more than worthy 

of mention as D’antal rocked a quilted skirt, a velvet vest, platform Doc 
Marten’s  and frilly socks. Stokes stood out in his pristine blush blue suit. 
The two of them alone kept you focused on the stage. 

There were 25 Awards given out. Thank you to our judges who scored this 
year's finalist collections, revealing the 2022 VZN Awards winners. Thank 
you to all who submitted work. We had over 250 submissions, 75 finalists 
and 25 winners. Thank you for believing in our VZN.
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RECAP
There was only BIG ENERGY at the VZN Awards. There were thought-
provoking, inspirational speeches that rallied up the crowd, and of course 
the ones that made everyone laugh. So many artists were surprised by 
their win that they said they were so unprepared to speak. But it was their 
candid, authentic speeches that had everyone at hello. 

We had the pleasure of having singer/actor Kalista Wilson perform 
Michael Jackson’s ‘Man in the Mirror’ and Kelly Clarkson’s ‘A Moment Like 
This.’ She hit the stage a few times throughout the night. Her vocals were 
next level. Her performances were on point and the way she engaged the 
crowd made everyone feel every word. Look out for her as she is one of 
Canada’s rising stars. It was an honour to have her on our stage.  

The Matrix Ambassadors also graced our stage with a phenomenal 
collection. It was a power presentation and a circus of fun. They pushed 
all hair boundaries with their extravagant jaw dropping looks. Thank you, 
Matrix, for supporting the VZN Awards from every angle.

To ensure our show wasn’t a snooze-fest, we had the audience join us for 
the Tik Tok phenomena viral dance ‘Jerusalema.’ It was so beautiful to have 
created this industry memory. Everyone came together without judgment 
or hesitation. Just love. 

Kalista 
Wilson 
performed 
for the 
crowd

Co-Host D'antal Sampson

Audience 
participates in 
“Jerusalema” 

dance

Co-Host  
Stokes the MC

Matrix Ambassadors 
collection presentation
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We are so proud of what we created. We are a small team doing ginormous 
things. If perfect was a thing… the VZN Awards would be it. But we’re not 
looking for perfect, we’re looking to create moments that change lives and 
perspectives. Moments that give hope and opportunity. Moments that give 
artists the motivation to push themselves a little harder each time. There are 
so many moving parts, and I’m not going to lie, it is so much work. But you 

guys are so worth it. Together we are creating memories that will last a life 
time. We have already started planning 2023 - but until then, be extravagant 
with your thoughts, flamboyant with your creations and bold with every step.

A special thank you to P&J Concept for believing in our VZN. As well as 
Marca College and their students for being there to support us.  

RECAP

Produced by: Created by:

Our Sponsors:

Thank You!

– MLH –

Men’s Long Hair Styling
PAUL PEREIRA

"Humbled and honored to 
be part of the second ever 
VZN awards! The quality 
of work was incredible."

PHOTOGRAPHY: IVAN OTTIS 
STYLING: PAUL LANGILL
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– TSCC –

The Salon Chair  
Colour Transformation

SHARON MUDAVANHU

– MCC –

Men’s Clipper Cutting
MUNNY THAPAR

"A VZN Award to me means so much!  To be recognized  
in this industry as a leader means a lot since I’m 25 years in!   

I’ve worked so hard over the years and I finally feel seen  
and appreciated. Thank you VZN Awards."

"Winning a VZN award has 
much more meaning than just 

recognition. It allows you to take 
a moment and reflect on all the 
hard work and dedication you’ve 

put into your craft. It is a moment 
that makes you grateful for being 
a part of this industry as well as 
the magazine. It’s an honour to 

be awarded competing alongside 
some of the most talented figures 

in the industry."

MODELS: NICHOLAS OSORIO, ARJEL SIMONIAN, KEVIN DEOCAMPO
PHOTOGRAPHERS: EILON FULMAN, GALI LEBOV
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This honour is given to an award-winning stylist who creates without limitation. An individual 
who continues to break boundaries, challenge themselves, and push the industry to see past 

current trends. An artistic leader who understands the movement and structure of all hair types. 
This individual must be a creative thinker, trend setter and innovator. All nominated individuals 

must be previously award-winning stylists.

"What an amazing night for our industry! It was a wonderful venue filled with some 
of the most inspiring artist in Canada! It was truly an honour to win not only one 

award, but two! Sharing in the excitement with everyone was amazing! Our industry 
has some of the most supportive and uplifting people and I felt that the entire 

night - especially after winning my awards! Thank you to EFE Magazine for  
putting on such a wonderful event!"

HAIR: NICOLE PEDE
MAKEUP: JESSICA BENNER

PHOTOGRAPHY: PAULA TIZZARD 
WARDROBE: NICOLE PEDE

– SD –

Sabino Di Tacchio Award
NICOLE PEDE
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– TSCCT –

The Salon Chair  
Style Transformation 
SHENIESE CHARLES

– TSCUTT –

The Salon Chair  
Cut Transformation 
COURTNEY BOND

"It means so much to 
me to receive an award 

from a publication 
that supports not only 
our industry, but the 

importance of inclusion 
and representation. I feel 
honoured to be a part of 

the VZN Awards."

"I am still over the moon about my win.  Meant a lot to be 
recognized as a VZNary. Especially in an industry that is so 
very saturated - which makes it very hard to be seen. VZN 

and Efe stand for recognize everything outside of the norm; 
inclusivity. I LOVE THAT! I loved the grandness of the show...
the venue, the entertainment in between presentations, and 

the personal touches… it just felt very authentic and real.  
 I really enjoyed the night."
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– CCS –

Central Canada Stylist
RODRIGO ARANEDA

– TBC –

The Barber Chair
ALLAN RODRIGUES

"To win a VZN award is something that the Allan from 5 years ago 
would’ve never believed to be possible, let alone being part of a team 

of individuals who I’ve looked up to since I got into hair.

I promise to use this award as fuel for my purpose, to continue  
to learn as much as I can, and to share that knowledge with  

everyone I come across."
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This honour is given to an individual who has 
infinite knowledge on all hair types. An artist 

who can change an manipulate all hair displaying 
the many characteristics and beauty of all hair 

types have. An artist who can cut, color and style 
according to hair needs. An artist who can truly 

showcase the beauty in differences.

– MAOTY –

Multicultural Artist of the Year
MICHELLE OLIVER & QUINN ENRIGHT 

"Winning this award is a huge honour as multiculturalism and diversity is so 
important to our industry. Embracing different textures brings so much inspiration 

to our work and the creative process as well. We are constantly evolving and we 
worked hard as a team to bring together a collection that speaks to a variety 

of techniques and influences. We are very proud to be named among the many 
talented artists who are finalists in this category."

HAIR CUT & STYLE: MICHELLE OLIVER
HAIR COLOR: QUINN ENRIGHT
MAKEUP: RENEE RAMPERSAD

PHOTOGRAPHY: MORGAN GOLD
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– MUAOTY –

Make Up Artist of the Year
THISO THANGARAJAH

This honour is given to a Make-Up Artist who has incredible vision, and 
sees the beauty within. An artistic leader who understands the complexity 

and composition of all skin tones. A mentor who creates creative spaces 
for new talent, educates and raises awareness on all beauty.

– BCS –

Braids, Cornrows & Singles
FRANK CINI

"I was ecstatic and honoured to 
receive my 2022 VZN award. Thanks 
Andrea Sampson and Efe Magazine 

for continuing to inspire, elevate and 
bring our community together. I look 

forward to next year!"

PHOTOGRAPHY: NATASHA GERSCHON (@NATASHAGERSCHON)
MAKEUP: KATIE FLATTERY  (@KATIEFORSTERMAKEUPARTISTRY)

HAIR COLOUR: NORM WRIGHT (@COLOURDUDE11)
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WE PROMISE TO NEVER FOLLOW THE STATUS QUO. NOTHING GOOD COMES FROM BEING A FOLLOWER.

INSTEAD, WE WILL CONTINUE TO EXCEED EXPECTATIONS 

AS WE CREATIVELY LEAD BY EXAMPLE.

WALKING THAT EXTRA MILE NO MATTER THE DISCOMFORT.

WE UNDERSTAND THAT ANY CHANGE IS A PROCESS

AND MOST TIMES IT’S THE SMALLEST STEPS THAT WILL TAKE YOU THE FURT HEST.

REMEMBER, DIFFERENT IS NOT WRONG, JUST UNFAMILIAR.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IT IS THE DIFFERENCES OF THE W ORLD THAT MAKES IT A MORE INTERESTING PLACE.

YOU ARE THE DIFFERENCE. AND WE WELCOME YOU.

CREATING THE CHANGES IN BEAUTY TODAY 
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.

WE ARE PROUD TO BE DIVERSITY LEADERS.

THE BEAUTY OFINCLUSION
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– COTY –

Colourist of the Year
NICOLE PEDE

– MB –

Multicultural Barber
JUAN JOSE ROMAN,  

WILLIAM LUONG  
& DIVYA NARINE

This honour is given to a stylist who blends, mixes and paints. An individual who 
continues to break boundaries within the colour world, challenge themselves, and 

push the industry to see past the current colour trends. An artistic leader who 
understands the colour laws and how to break it. One who understands colour on all 

hair types, who mentors and teaches above and beyond expectations.

HAIR: NICOLE PEDE
MAKEUP: JESSICA BENNER

PHOTOGRAPHY: PAULA TIZZARD 
WARDROBE: NICOLE PEDE 
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– ESOTY –

Extension Specialist of the Year 
MANNY DIMI

"I feel so honoured to have won this award and to be part of an 
inclusive organization and movement. I’m not only proud of myself, 
I’m also very proud to be part of EFE magazine and the VZN awards. 
The night was perfect. The venue was incredible. The vibes, support 

and love between everyone at that event was like no other hair/
award show I’ve ever been to. The amount of talent in the room was 
inspiring and I can’t wait for next year. This is the future of the hair 

industry and I’m so proud to be a part of it."

PHOTOGRAPHER: PETER TAMLIN (@PETERTAMLIN)  VIDEOGRAPHER: NEAL JOLLY (@NEALJOLLY)
MAKEUP ARTISTS: DEBBIE SIOUTIS (@DESSIDEB) AND SUMMER OGRADY (@SUMMEROGRADY)

MODELS: JADE MYA (@JADEMYAAMOUR), PARIS MCFARLANE (@PARIS.LYNNIAH),KALLY T (@KALLYT)
TATTOO ARTISTS: TRACY (@TRACETATTOOS), JOANNA ROMAN (@JOANNAMROMAN), CASSIE MAY (@THECASSIEMAY) 

WARDROBE - BRANDON LAUGHTON (@LORDLAUGHTON)   ASSISTANT - KRISTEN SORRENTI (@KRISTENSORRENTI)

This honour is given to an individual who 
continues to break boundaries within the 

extension world. This individual knows the 
meaning of a true transformation. An artistic 

leader who understands how to extend the beauty 
within hair. An innovator to the craft, making 

small changes and creating a big difference.
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– WCS –

Western Canada Stylist
MARLO STEENMAN

"It's an honour to win and be recognized by your peers.  
Hard work and passion does pay off!"

PHOTOS BY: TONY RICCI 
MAKEUP: RENE RAMPERSAD

HAIR BY : MARLO STEENMAN, TONY RICCI, TRISTYN FIEST 

– ECS –

Eastern Canada Stylist
HEIDI KENNEY

"Being a part of the awards ceremony and winning a 
VZN award is such a wonderful experience. The show is 
relaxed, playful, interactive and fun! Receiving an award 
and having your work recognized is always an honour!"

HAIR: HEIDI KENNEY 
PHOTOGRAPHER: DENIS DUQUETTE 

MAKE UP ARTIST: DESIREE COUILLARD 
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A barber that excels within the barbering community, while doing their part to educate and uplift 
the current and future generation of barbers. This individual has mastered the art of barbering 
with both scissor and clipper cutting. A trend setter and industry game changer; A barber who 

understands both the business and creative sides of our business.

"This award is dedicated to Lebert Blackstock, may he rest in peace. He gave me my first opportunity  
to cut hair, making this possible for me. I’m glad I gave myself a real chance to focus on the craft. It’s finally 

paying off and it really feels good to be noticed for working hard. There is a lot of work put in behind closed 
doors that no one will ever see. The constant travelling and coming up with new ideas. It feels good to be 
seen. This was a team effort. Nothing was done just by me. Every one of us worked together to achieve  

the same goal. We all had the same VZN, which makes it easier to accomplish our goals.

I was very impressed by the awards. The entire show was amazing, I was blown away by the  
performances and the attention to details. The VZN Awards set the bar high, I truly believe that  

this hair show is going to be the future of all hair shows in Canada." 

– BOTY –

Barber of the Year
THAD JAYASEELAN
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– TA –

Texture Artist
ERIN FERNANDES

– SNTOTY –

Student Nail Technician  
of the Year 

ELENI GENI

"It was such an honour to be part 
of this inclusive event. The energy 
of the event was like nothing I had 
experienced before. I can’t wait to 
see what next year holds for the 
VZN Awards and EFE Magazine." 
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An artistic leader who understands the movement and structure of all hair types. This individual 
believes with education all things are possible. An individual with an exceptional understanding 

of beauty industry concepts and how trends develop. A master of their tools, displaying excellent 
cutting and styling techniques.

"Oh my gosh, I was so surprised. I didn’t even remember that I was up for this category. 
My head is always on the next job. I don’t know who is seeing my work or who it resonates 

with. It was such an honour to be recognized and celebrated by the VZN Awards. Even 
just to be a finalist amongst some of the most talented artists in our industry. Then to 

receive such a high-achieving award (Stylist of the Year), I have no words… I am humbled. 
I am so thankful to be seen. Seen by the VZN awards, by my peers, by other artists, by this 

industry. That is most important to me. This award also confirms that I’m on the right 
track, all my hard working is paying off, and I am not doing anything in vain." 

PHOTOGRAPHER: JAMIE TORRANCE (@JAMIETPHOTOGRAPHY)
MAKEUP: LEANDRO AVANCO (@BEAUTYROOM6)
MODELS: ANIELLA INGABIRE  (@ANIELLA.IN),  
CLOVER ZHANG  (@CLOVER_CLOVER_II),  
MEGAN (@MEGANDEVINE__)
MODELING AGENCY: MASSARDO MODEL MANAGEMENT 
(@MASSARDOMGMT)

– SOTY –

Stylist of the Year
JANET JACKSON
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– JHA –

Joan Harrison Award
AMANDA BELASCO

– EOTY –

Educator of the Year
REEMA JABER

This honour is given to an educator who love for the industry is greater than the love for one’s self. Who 
has dedicated their career to aid in the advancement of others, who teaches until you learn. Shares without 

reservation and leads by example. An individual who is humble, yet fierce and has chosen to be a part of 
reinventing the beauty industry making small and big changes in lives of everyone whom path they cross.

This honour is given to an industry leader who has a positive voice, gives equal opportunity,  
who has created change and has VZN and insight to the future success of our industry.

"I’m extremely humbled to receive the VZN Award for Educator of the Year 
because I’ve worked so hard to develop techniques that are easy to teach 

and easy to understand. I really truly want to make it more enjoyable to do 
hair and elevate our industry. When I do a class, I give it my all and I share 
everything which is why this is so rewarding. It’s an honour because I was 
hand chosen by amazing hairdressers to be awarded Educator of the year. 

I absolutely loved the show because it brought all of the stylists, salons, and 
all kinds of industry professionals together. It wasn’t just an award show -  
it was also a hair show. It definitely kept us entertained. I enjoyed being  

able to mingle with some industry professionals before the show."

"It is a huge honor to be recognized with the Joan Harrison Lifetime 
Achievement Award.   I love everything about this industry and feel 
blessed that I get to work with amazing people and contribute to 
amazing brands.  It is a humbling honor to be recognized by your 
peers and a motivator to continue driving change and opportunities 
for the future.  There is more to be done, and I’m not done yet!

The VZN awards was an incredible evening of high energy 
celebrating the masterful work of talented artists across Canada.  
Looking forward to next year!"
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MATRIX WOULD LIKE TO  
CONGRATULATE OUR WINNERS 

FOR THE VZN AWARD 2022!

matrix canada educationmatrixcanadaeducation

HEIDI KENNEY 

EASTERN CANADA STYLIST

@HEIDIKENNEYHAIR

RODRIGO ARANEDA 
CENTRAL CANADA STYLIST

@RODRIGOHAIRDRESSER 



C O V E R  F E A T U R E

PHOTOGRAPHY BY: JOANNA GRAY

To know her is to love her. She is a powerful presence, a creator and mentor. 
Her creative, ‘think-outside-the-box’ ability has taken her where others 
dream to be. She is an advocate for diversity and inclusion - leading the 
way for black stylists to see themselves within the beauty space. Believe it 
or not… hair was not where she started. She was a devoted social worker, 
only doing hair on the side. Always putting others first, she is kind and 
forthcoming; she is Janet Jackson, and we are so proud to have her as our 
cover artist.  

HOW ARE YOU FEELING ABOUT YOUR PLACE IN THE 
INDUSTRY TODAY?

“I feel great about where I am in my career, but I still feel like I have so much 
more to do and this is just the beginning for me. There are so many different 
avenues to venture out in. Whether I’m doing hair or education, teaching 
or learning, there is so much more growth needed for both myself and this 
industry. I never want to be stagnant - the artist in me is always looking for 
more. I bore easily so I’m always looking for a challenge. I’m always looking 
to do things that I have never seen done before.

Janet 
      Jackson

As a young artist, I never saw anyone who looked like me doing the things that I am 
doing today. There was no one at the forefront in beauty with capabilities and the 
opportunity that I am grateful to hold today. I was basically paving my own way, creating 
my own future. So now, even at this point in my career I am very curious as to what else 
can I do. What other opportunities can I create? I feel like the Canadian beauty industry 
is not quite there yet when it comes to supporting black artists. All other countries are 
doing it -we need to catch up. As a black artist I know that I would be further along on 
my journey if I was white, and even further if I was a white male. 
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The beauty Industry is heavily dominated by white 
males and most opportunities are afforded to them. 
Nonetheless, I admired what they were doing, and 
they gave me the drive to create my space, so that I 
could then create a space for others. Today though,  
the stage is starting to look a little different.”

WHO INSPIRES YOU?

“Ted Gibson from ‘What Not to Wear.’ He was who 
inspired me to be who I am today. I saw him on 
television doing makeovers and transformations, 
and I wanted that. It didn’t exist in Canada - at least 
not for me. He was an entrepreneur, he worked with 
celebrities, he owned his own salon, and had his own 
product line. He was basically doing a little bit of 
everything and I fell in love with everything he was 
doing. It allowed me to see the beauty industry with 
a fresh set of eyes. I realized there was more to the 
beauty industry than just being behind the chair.  
And from what I saw and what I knew, Ted Gibson 
was what I wanted to be.”

IF YOU WERE TO DO THIS ALL OVER 
AGAIN, WHAT WOULD YOU DO 
DIFFERENTLY?

“As you know, I kind stumbled into this career.  
But if I had to change anything, I would’ve started 
a lot sooner. I started late in terms of obtaining 
my licence and just taking things seriously. I never 
planned on being a hairstylist; I ended up working 
in a salon part-time just to make ends meet. While 
doing so, I fell in love with hair and became very 
passionate about it. That said, I did not know the 
seriousness that came with doing hair. I was in love 
with the creative aspect of it all. As time went on, 
I could create, create, create - but I didn’t have the 
theory or technical knowledge behind what I was 
doing. I didn’t understand how things were really 
done. I just had the skills to see something and 
recreate. That wasn’t enough for me, I needed to 
know it all. If I trained a little sooner I would’ve. 
I would’ve also travelled a little more to see more 
sides of the beauty industry. I feel like as an artist you 
kind of need that. It makes you a more well-rounded 
artist -you need to be exposed to different cultures, 
countries, and classes. It helps you as an artist.” 

WHAT DID IT MEAN TO YOU TO WIN  
A VZN AWARD?

“Oh my gosh, I was so surprised. I didn’t even 
remember that I was up for this category. My head 
is always on the next job. I don’t know who is seeing 
my work or who it resonates with. It was such an 
honour to be recognized and celebrated by the VZN 
Awards. Even just to be a finalist amongst some of the 
most talented artists in our industry. Then to receive 
such a high-achieving award (Stylist of the Year), I 
have no words… I am humbled. I am so thankful to 
be seen. Seen by the VZN awards, by my peers, by 
other artists, by this industry. That is most important 
to me. This award also confirms that I’m on the right 
track, all my hard working is paying off, and I am not 
doing anything in vain. 

As a black woman in the beauty industry, you are 
rarely seen. You are at the bottom of the totem pole. 
You have to work three times harder than your peers 
to be equal and you’re still not seen. Being seen is 
just confirmation that I am doing a good job, which is 
always a good feeling for anyone who is working their 
ass off to be the best that they can be. Being seen is 
confirmation that I am doing something right. Being 
seen allows others like myself to also be seen. It gives 
hope and inspiration - it’s a trickle effect and I am so 
glad to start it. Being seen is important.”

WHAT IS MENTORSHIP TO YOU?

I feel like JouJou Hair Studio is based on mentorship.  
I created that salon with this in mind. I had many 
stylists inquire about my journey and there was 
no better way to share than to build a team. I have 
the privilege of guiding both young and seasoned 
artists on their journey.  Working at JouJou allows 
me more one-on-one time with stylists to train and 
give different opportunities in the salon or on set. 
I love sharing the different opportunities I have 
that give stylists both personal and styling growth. 
I love seeing them through that. This part of my 
passion also led to me creating my Texture Master 
Class. After the murder of George Floyd and all the 
craziness in the world and our industry, I felt it was 
time for me to mentor stylists in an area in beauty 
that had been underrepresented since I started. 
Texture and the importance of understanding all hair 
types. It is important for me to change the narrative 
for the next generation of stylists and this industry. 

55NOV / DEC 2022MAGAZINE MAGAZINE54



The Texture Master Class is an introduction to  
texture and the beginning of a series of classes to come. 
Our industry needs it. I am an all-hair stylist. Anyone 
who sits in my chair can get their hair done, this is 
something I pride myself on and implement in the 
Salon. We cater to everyone.  

WHAT IS A JANET JACKSON SECRET?

As much as I love to mentor and love my salon team, 
I look forward to the days when my mentees spread 
their wings and start their journeys independent of me. 
I will always be there to support. But it makes me so 
happy to see them go on to do bigger and better things.   

Start being comfortable with saying NO  
with no explanation… 

In order to get to the next level of your life,  
you have to be prepared to continuously  
do things you have never done before. 

It’s not personal, it’s business.  
Act accordingly with absolutely everyone.

Believe – If you believe you are valuable, you will be. 
Slow, steady and consistent is how you will  

get anywhere.  
Never forget you are an artist -  

it will take you everywhere.

 – Andrea Sampson –

Words of Wisdom
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Deck The Halls
HAIRDRESSER STYLE

HOLIDAY FUN WORD SEARCH

Deck the halls with foils and lightener 

fa la la la la la la la la 

Tis the season to do colour 

Fa la la la la la la la 

Book appointments. get the hair done 

fa la la la la la la la la 

Sell your clients tons of hairspray 

Fa la la la la la la la 

Fill the shop with lots of coffee

Fa la la la la la la la 

Double staff and triple hours 

Fa la la la la la la la 

Sweeping floors and cleaning toilets 

Fa la la la la la la la 

Client love and Christmas presents

Fa la la la la la la la 

V Find and circle each of the words from the list below. Words may appear forwards
or backwards, horizontally, vertically or diagonally in the grid.

Word Search!
Name: Date:

Copyright ©2022 WorksheetWorks.com
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December Snowman Stockings Northpole Fireplace Shopping Greetings NewYear
Elf Ornaments Resolutions Celebrating Candycane Sugarrush Snowflake Snowangel
Secretsanta Tobogganing Decorations Christmastree Toys Hotchocolate Frankincense
Reindeer Baking Tradition Sledding Snowing Mistletoe Desserts Jackfrost Snowball

Caroling Garland Rudolph Cookies Eggnog Holiday Skating Scrooge Drinking
Stnick Lights Jolly Parties Winter Movies Rejoice Gifts Santa

December

New Year Ornaments Resolutions Celebrating Candy Cane Sugar Rush

Snowflake

Snow Angel

Frankincense

Snowball

St Nick Lights Jolly Parties Winter Rejoice Gifts Santa

Caroling Garland Rudolph Cookies Eggnog Holiday Skating Scrooge Drinking

Reindeer Baking Tradition Sledding Snowing Mistletoe Desserts

Jack Frost

Secret Santa Tobogganing Decorations Christmas Tree Hot ChocolateToys

Elf

Snowman Stockings Northpole Fireplace Shopping Greetings
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There’s a million products out there out; finding the right one isn’t always the easiest. 
Marketers are good at what they do. It is their job to catch your attention, intrigue 
you, and reel you in. But how many times have you purchased products based on 
it’s advertisement only to keep it in the back of your back bar cupboard collecting 
dust. That’s happening way too often now… especially with the need for texture 
hair knowledge on the rise. There are all these new texture products. They may 
smell great, but can they do the job? On top of that, everyone is now claiming to be a 
texture specialist… What does that really mean anyway? What texture? All texture? 
How much training have you had? Truth is, doesn’t matter the hair type, training 
should be continuous. But tell me, why are stylists who have taken one texture class 
teaching texture? They don’t even have the clientele base… yet they are teaching 
texture. And without the clientele how can you truly recommend products that have 
diverse capability? That’s why we pride ourselves on our Efe Approved program. 

Efe Approved is the beauty industry’s guide for professional products suitable for all 
hair types. Here at Efe Magazine, identifying textures is our specialty. We understand 
that product selection isn’t always easy. Efe Approved is a selection of professional 
beauty products tested by salon professionals on all hair types, achieving multiple 
styles. Only products with diverse capability are featured here.

As individuals continue to embrace their natural textures, we as an industry must 
provide products that cater to the multiple textures that make up the world today. 
Did you know that over 65% of the world’s population has some form of curly hair? 
That means that less than half of our population has straight hair, yet we as an 
industry have focused our product development, research and advertisement on the 
minority hair type. Why?

As the standards of beauty change, ensuring that all beauty is seen, recognized and 
celebrated, hair products must also see, recognize and celebrate all textures.  
It has been an exciting journey for the Efe Family to work with leading brands  
and uncover professional products with diverse capabilities.

Check out our selection. 

1  Authentic Beauty Concept 
Hydrate Mask

2  Schwarzkopf Professional 
Good Bye Orange

3  STMT Grooming Goods  
Classic Pomade

4  Matrix  
A Curl Can Dream

5  Joico  
Curl Confidence

6  Schwarzkopf Professional  
Good Bye Yellow

APPROVED

A P P R O U V
É STRAIGHT

2A 2B 2C

WAVY

3A 3B 3C

CURLY 

4A 4B 4C

COIL / KINK / ZIGZAG

DO YOU KNOW THE 
CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH  

CURL PATTERN?

1

2

3

4

5

6
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1-800-565-7721 | maritimebeautyshop.com

C O S M O P R O F B E A U T Y. C A

We Are Here To Bring You Inspiration,  
Education & Innovation Because 
EVERY ARTIST NEEDS AN ALLY.
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@canradbeauty

F l ow us

www.canrad.com • Phone: 416-663-7373 • 1-800-268-1905 

CELEBRATING 110 YEARS

SHOP YOUR WAY

BUSINESS
ADVISOR

PHONE-IN
877-566-3375

35+ STORE 
LOCATIONS

ONLINE AT
MODERNBEAUTY.COM

partnerspartners

KINGDOMBEAUTY.COM
KINGDOMBEAUTYSUPPLIES

KINGDOM BEAUTY
SALONS | BARBERSHOPS | BEAUTICIANS

VANCOUVER
604.251.7386

RICHMOND
604.273.7288

VICTORIA
250.381.1953

CALGARY
403.367.8888

SURREY
604.882.8033

HAVE A QUESTION? GIVE US A CALL - (1  800) 738 8666
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