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By artists, for artists,  
supporting all artists.
1   D'antal Sampson  

  B.A. (Hons), J.D. Candidate 
WRITER / SALES  @dantalsampson

As we head into the summer, I am looking forward to opportunities to see friends,  
enjoy the sunshine, travel the world and relax. Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication!

2   Natalia Farahmand 
MAKEUP ARTIST  @desideriobeauty

This summer I look forward to connecting with nature and realigning with water. I am eager  
to find a balance between major creative artistic projects and celebrating life by creating  
inspiring moments.

3   Joanna Gray 
PHOTOGRAPHER  @jgrayphototo

This summer I'm most looking forward to the adrenaline rush of all the work and play that is 
coming my way! After two slower summers from a business perspective, I cannot wait to again  
be consumed with shooting weddings and events. Any moment in-between, I'll be enjoying all that 
our vibrant city of Toronto has to offer. Find me at outdoor concerts, sporting events, festivals, 
patios, and parks filled with sunshine, laughter and love. Memorable moments will be made 
summer 2022, bring it on!

4   Keena Alwahaidi 
WRITER  @keenaalwahaidi

Funny enough, all I look forward to this summer is living out some normalcy now with the 
pandemic craziness slowing down. I can’t wait to say yes to those weekend trips and nights  
in with my friends.

5   Ky'ana Sampson 
WRITER  @_kyxx

This summer I’m looking forward sunnier, brighter, longer days. I’m looking forward to 8pm  
cotton candy skies and 8am hot and humid mornings! The summer sun makes everything in life 
10x better. I love not having to wear layers or heavy boots and being able to soak up the sun in a 
cute summer outfit and some flips flops! 

6   Monika Sidhu 
GUEST CONTRIBUTOR 

This summer is about enjoying outdoor live music again! Ive become so much more appreciative 
of the amazing summers here in Toronto and I’m ready to enjoy all parts of it but I missed live 
music! I already have a few outdoor concerts in mind and I can’t wait to enjoy the beautiful 
summertime weather alongside some amazing music and even more amazing friends.
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I grew out of being a single mom.  
It wasn’t easy. That stigma followed  

me around for years. 

I’m a mom. It is a position I have cherished from the moment I knew I was going to became one. 
I never thought being a mom was my thing; I thought cool aunt was going to be my title. But into 
the world he came, at a whole 2lbs 10 oz claiming his place 3 months early. And from that very 
moment, I’ve been obsessed. I’m not always the coolest mom, but I’m his. I parented until he was 
old enough, and now, he’s my best friend. To be honest, he saved me from myself. He saved me 
from a life that others thought I was destined to have - both personally and professionally. 

I'm asingle
MOM
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ANDREA SAMPSON, EDITOR // 416.476.9900 //  
andreasampson@efemagazine.com  //  
 @andreasampsonefemagazine

Andrea Sampson
Addressing hair by texture not race. 

He's never been afraid to challenge me. He made me elevate our life’s plan. 
He gave me purpose, by introducing me to a life that I didn’t see was for me. 
He introduced me to a new kind of love, twice. Him and Zeke. 

One of the first things I learned was, it’s his world and I am lucky to exist 
in it. I was lucky to be part of watching this little person grow into himself. 
I started by removing the word ‘failure’ from my vocab. It’s a scary word, 
it causes unnecessary fear. And fear wasn’t something I was going to allow 
to control my life as his mother. People spend a lifetime running away from 
failure, when really failure is an experience, a true lesson of who you will 
become. So, instead of ‘failing,’ I ‘experienced’ my way through motherhood, 
and he allowed me to do so. I removed myself from many scenarios. Family, 
friends and business. I had to learn how to be a better person. I never wanted 
the baggage of my present or past life to be on him. I had to become the mom 
I was supposed to be. Which was nothing anyone was expecting of me. 

My son recently graduated from law school… Proud is an understatement. 
When I think of all the obstacles presented to this young man on his journey, 
tears fill my eyes. He grew up in a system meant to suffocate him, and he 
excelled.  Socially, educationally and financially. Together, him and I created 
a mother-son duo unheard of based on our social class. It was a life perfectly 
imperfect as a single person being a mom to a son. I've never dreamt about 
being married. It wasn’t top of mind, or even something I spoke of often. 
I was a bridesmaid about 100 times, I was so over it. And even though 
everyone said that being married would provide a better life for D’antal and I, 
deep down, I know I didn’t want it. Marriage was not the only way to achieve 
the life I knew I could create. Regardless of my marital status, I was a mom. 
And as long as I gave love, he would continue to be a product of love. And 
even though D’antal was little, he helped me create the life we deserved.

I watched him never give up on himself regardless of how hard it was.  
I watched him walk into new school after new school with confidence.  
I watched him stand in front of hundreds and speak, play football and 
mentor others. Through his words and actions, he changed lives. How could 
I not match that? How could I not do the same? How could I not have that 
passion for life? He showed me that. And together we chose success.

So, when he completed law school, which him and his classmates did through 
the pandemic, I wasn’t at all surprised. I know it wasn’t easy - but he sure did 
make it look that way. I know that it was through each lesson, he achieved 
this accomplishment. At no point and time did he ‘fail’ when writing a paper 
or exam, regardless of his grade, as long as he was willing to continue.  
And to be open to learning was all that he needed to succeed. I’m certain  
the process wasn’t perfect and with each imperfection a lesson was learned 
and an experienced gained.

It’s always interesting when people congratulate me on my son’s success 
saying “good job mom” and I’ll take it. But I feel that anything after he turned 
18 was his accomplishment, based on the commitment he made to himself. 
And it was my job as his mom to support his commitment.  Everything 
beyond high school happened because of the discipline that he had within 
himself to create the life he wanted and saw for himself.

I love my kid. I didn’t even know it was possible to love someone this much 
until he arrived. We have grown so much together and yet individually. 
He is a man, and I am certain he has felt this way for some time. I feel like 
the hardest phase of parenting that no one talks about, is being a parent to 
your adult child. They are their own person, who now have the option to 
implement all that you have taught them. They now also have the choice of 
including you in their lives. Which is a privilege. I am grateful to still be an 
integral part of my son’s life. I wish this privilege for everyone. 

D'antal, thank you for making the world a better place, not only for me  
but for everyone you encounter. Thank you for showing me that nothing is 
permanent… That even small steps lead to big accomplishments. You showed 
the world to never judge someone based on their current situation. For 
others, you may have been someone to once “pity,” but you always stood tall, 
stood strong and made progress. You proved to everyone that growing up 
with just your mom does not mean you’re limited - even when everyone else 
put limitations on you. Thank you for believing in me, so that I could believe 
in myself, all while believing in you. 

I am so excited to see you change the world D’antal. You have the power 
 and ability to do so. I have and will always be so proud of you. Now take 
what God gave you and rule the world. Congratulations… You did it.  
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A Change 
Will Come

THE FUTURE OF BEAUTY EDUCATION

Choose to WinChoose to Win

Photo: Paula Mawryczew
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So… it happened again. That “aha!” moment in my career that reaffirmed 
I’m on the right track – that I’m doing the right thing. I feel like I spend 
so much time talking about our purpose, and our mission. But when you 
actually have the opportunity to see it implemented, it’s life changing; 
especially when it’s changing lives. For a while there I was feeling like the 
roadrunner, spinning rapidly but not going anywhere. And then it clicks…

It is such a wonderful thing when you set out to change your world and 
you actually change it. What a feeling to be a part of shifting mindsets, 
directions and journeys. Even though I haven’t been behind the chair for 
years, I will proudly always be a hairdresser and having the opportunity to 
teach current and future stylists is a privilege. So, when I got the call from 
Paula Dickson at St Lawrence College to introduce our program to their 
team, off to Kingston I went. 

Kingston, Ontario is known to many as small a city with a big heart. 
Making it much bigger than you could imagine. A place where many grew 
into themselves and learned life skills. A charming and quaint place where 
many memories are made. I remember when I started my career in sales, 
Kingston was part of my territory. It was a city I was never comfortable 
travelling to alone. There were no black people there. An associate said 
to me: “they’re better with your kind now.” Whatever that meant… As 
expected, I was welcomed with some very uncomfortable stares. 

To make matters worse, the silence when I entered a room was 
deafening. Either way, I smiled, did my job and left. Ironically enough, 
my son ended up living in Kingston for five years. He had gotten a 
Football scholarship to Queen’s University. So, when he moved to 
Kingston, he needed to find a barber; a task for more difficult than you 
can imagine. After a couple years of many failed attempts, D’antal learned 
to cut his own hair. He also cut a few friends as they too couldn’t find 
anyone to cut their hair. 

You've given me courage. Courage behind the chair to continue to 
push. Andrea questioned, guided, and led us to discovery.  I felt safe to ask 
the hard questions, to do the work, and had the confidence to keep learning. 
Andrea’s reassurance and appreciation of our experience was incredible. 

Another take-away would be the “hydration” factor.  Hair is hair, and all  
hair requires moisture and protein to be healthy.

As a hairstylist for 20+ years, I have always strived for educational 
opportunities to further my career and to stay relevant in the industry.   
As an educator of future stylists, I have known of the Eurocentric and 
biased curriculum that we have delivered for decades.  The challenge I 
faced as a graduate of this system, and not having any formal education on 
textured hair, was to go it alone, to search for help from outside our area. 
To seek out and push for changes that are within my control.  The more 
people I talked to about this, the more I realized that this the status quo 
in the beauty industry.  Only now, we are seeing a push for representation 
and educational changes. There is still so much work to be done around 
diversity, inclusion and the beauty industry.  I have started my journey, 
and I am impassioned to continue strive for change and continue my 
learning.  With the intention of assisting in mentoring the future generations 
of stylists, so that no one ever has to walk into a salon and be told no again. 

We are now sitting in the year of 2022 and the Kingston area is facing a decline 
in their population as individuals are wanting to reside in a city that supports 
the many cultures Canada has to offer. Be it, food, exhibits, or of course hair. 
The salon/barbershop experience for the BIPOC community is still subpar, as 
they’re often traveling outside of their city to get their hair done. Many have 
taken to YouTube doing their hair themselves. It’s unfortunate, as you all know 
the salon experience is something everyone deserves to have. 

I pose these questions often... Is it the responsibility of the teacher or the 
text book? The manufacturer or the Educator? Who is responsible when 
it comes to integrating multiple textures into our teaching methods? 
And not just a week-long module, but a full integration ensuring all 
lessons focus on all hair types. We were fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity to teach the Kingston community – and while one or two 
classes is not enough, it surely is a start. I spent two full days teaching a 
group of stylists (instructors) with over 20 years’ experience each “Why 
Representation Matters,” and how a change in mindset can change your 
life. And I believe, that’s what we did. Everyone was open to receiving 
the information that I was there to deliver. The biggest thing for me was 
removing the fear. Giving them the knowledge needed to “address hair by 
texture and not race.” To help them see that multiple textures live in all 
races. That addressing the needs of the textures come from understanding 
the characteristics of each hair type. The amount of “aha” moments that 
happened within two days changed my life, as well as theirs. It made 
me see the needs of the industry from another lens. Which helped me 
to better execute the information they needed. I am realizing that this 
journey isn’t about me. I’m looking forward to the day when me calling 
myself a “black woman” aloud doesn’t make a room uncomfortable. I am 
looking forward to the day when our program is implemented in all areas 
of beauty. I am looking forward to the day when we all are “addressing hair 
by texture, not race.”

"What a feeling to be a part of shifting mindsets,  
directions and journeys." 

PAULA HEATHER

MARC

TIFFANY

Well, where do I start? After two years of not being able to attend anything 
in person the two days we spent with Andrea were awesome! 

Andrea was able to keep our attention with her knowledge, her life 
experience, and her own candid humour.  The material she delivered was 
relevant and current...take the race out of hair!

The hands-on experience was far more challenging than I expected but  
also a great learning experience. The information Andrea provided on the 
products to use and how to use them as well as the proper way to the handle 
the tools and the hair was enlightening to say the least!

I am looking forward to more hands-on training like this in the very  
near future.

Not sure how to start but to be totally honest I thought this was another 
education class with no education!!!   BUT to my pleasant surprise it wasn't.  
Andrea was AMAZING!!!  She had passion and drive - both things that 
made me excited to do and learn about hair 27+ years ago.  She took the "old 
school" mind and learning and gave me new and exciting respect for the 
hair journey once again.  Thank you, Andrea, for the passion and excitement 
you gave. I am looking forward to exploring in my next chapter. Thank you, 
Andrea, for your time spent with us engaging in conversation on inclusion 
and diversity in the beauty industry. After working with our models that day 
I realize there is much more to learn and new areas to grow. And as a stylist 
of 40 years it brings me closer to understanding everyone's beauty/hair 
needs.  Each one Teach one.

My name is Marc and I’ve been a hairstylist in the city of Kingston for 
almost 20 years. I received the base of my education in Kingston and have 
been continuing to learn as much as I can over the past years. I’m now an 
educator in the hairstyling program and strive to be able to understand all 
aspects of hair. Having been in an interracial relationship for 20 years it’s 
been brought to my attention numerous times that inclusion has always 
been something lacking in our society. When I began my education, I 
realized quite quickly that our focus was targeted to almost one specific 
hair type for people in the community. Through the years and continuing 
education, I was able to find a few classes that touch on the various textures 
of hair but nothing that had a deep dedication to this. It was such an amazing 
experience having Andrea here to be part of my continued education. The 
knowledge Andrea was able to deliver about different textures of hair and 
how to categorize hair by texture and not race was amazing. This was such 
great step in beginning the learning on how to broaden my skills of service 
to be inclusive through the whole community.
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Keya Neil
S P O T L I G H T

For Keya Neal, the root of  
understanding texture and race  

starts in education. 

Educating others on representation is Neal’s biggest focus and drive of her 
career. When she does it, she reminds people that inclusivity is what makes 
the beauty industry strong. But that idea must become more widespread. 

“We all have to learn to see beauty from a perspective of nuance,  
not just a forced European standard,” she said. 

“We have to dismantle that. And the only way we can beat that algorithm  
is to have it presented more.” 

A good place to start is “removing race from the equation” while focusing 
on your job. 

Neal said that it isn’t hard as long as your attention is on the person sitting 
in the chair right in front of you. 

“That’s not very hard as a stylist if you’re concentrating on the hair,  
not the person,” she said. 

In general, Neal believes true change in the industry comes from  
the classroom: tweaking curriculums, imparting texture education, 
 and setting different requirements for teaching inclusivity. 

“I don’t want you to just hire the black person next to you to do all the 
things you don’t want to do. No - you can have some skin in the game 
 and know what to do. That’s what makes us diverse. That’s what makes 
 it equitable.” 

“I’m not saying everyone has to be a texture specialist. But whatever  
your specialty is, at least be inclusive of all textures in that specialty.” 

FINDING HER PLACE

At one point, Neal owned a salon for 10 years in North Carolina before she 
moved to Maryland. That’s when she started working at a multicultural 
salon, a point in her life that changed the trajectory of her career. 

It was then that she realized she wanted to work on colour. 

“I pivoted to becoming a colour educator,” Neal said. “In that journey, I became 
an industry activist, and truth speaker. I did that because I started teaching hair 
and colour, but at some point, I transitioned into teaching texture.”

That’s when her movement was born, and the base of it is teaching everyone 
how to work with all hair types, in an effort to start “de-segregating our 
salons,” she explained. 

Although well-established in her vision and journey, Neal said she credits 
the killing of George Floyd as a way that she and other stylists had their 
voices better heard. 

“I feel like George Floyd being murdered ripped the bandage off of all of  
our racial inequities,” she said. 

A turning point for the world and the beauty industry in particular,  
she said the way she gained chances in the field was altered for the better. 

While her conversations on texture vs. race was already ongoing, Neal  
said many of her opportunities came after George Floyd was murdered.

“Prior to that, I was already on a journey that just made my proximity  
even easier,” she said. 

It was at a point in time that she felt people were more eager to engage 
themselves on the material she was getting out into the world.

“I think people heard me, but they weren’t listening,” she said.  

A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

When Neal thinks about what the industry could look like in the future, 
 she has confidence in its diversity. 

“I see us having more representation, I see more black people at the helms, 
I see more black people making an impact and showing up in these spaces,” 
she said. 

On the other hand, she also describes the industry as a place that cannot 
ever have enough change until equality prevails. 

And while approaches taken by the industry can be sincere, it doesn’t matter 
unless the intentions behind those approaches are in everyone’s  
best interests. 

“I don’t need them to be sincere,” Neal explained. “I just need them to be 
intentional.”

“There’s never going to be enough equity until it’s equal. When we get  
equal, it will be enough. Right now, it’s not enough, but is it moving?  
Yes. The needle is moving.”

“I’m not saying everyone has to be a 
texture specialist. But whatever your 
specialty is, at least be inclusive of  

all textures in that specialty.”

Neal is a Stylist, Educator and Public Speaker based in Maryland whose 
passion for hair has spun her into a career spanning over two decades.  
Her brainchild, Kolour Kulture, is an educational platform for hair stylists 
who are keen on learning about different hair colours and textures. 

“Most of the education going forth right now has no representation and no 
inclusivity of all textures of hair,” she said. “Texture should not be an isolated 
curriculum; it should be on page one.”

BY  KEENA ALWAHAIDI
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Meet Luna Elle: the Mississauga-based 
singer who is cementing her identity.

Self-expression is something that isn’t so easy to pinpoint. It is 
what many artists use to represent themselves beyond spoken 
words. It is a way to articulate many aspects of themselves. It is 
fleeting and ever changing. It ranges from person to person and 
manifests differently each time. Self-expression is a declaration  
of ourselves that is forever evolving. 

It’s something that 16-year-old Luna Elle has been figuring out 
for herself since she started her journey as a singer. 

Elle, who was discovered nearly two years ago has been making 
a name for herself in the Toronto music scene as a promising up-
and-coming act with an exceptional voice to match. 

Inspired heavily by the likes of Beyonce above all else, Elle knows 
the type of artistry she is trying to achieve but she is still finding 
out much of how she expresses herself on her own terms.

While her voice is larger than life and will blow you away on  
its own, Elle is also always excited about how she gets to play  
into this persona that she has been cultivating for the last  
couple years.

One of the aspects of her that plays a large part in her self-
expression is her hair. “It's a really big part of me, for sure,” says 
Elle. “I don't try too many new styles, I'm not gonna lie. But when 
I do, and it looks good, it gives me so much confidence. Then as I 
see my hair getting longer and my curls getting more defined; that 
is a source of expression for me and there are so many different 
things I can do with my hair, so many different styles.” 

She does try out as many looks as she can. When 
watching her first music video “Too Deep,” Elle 
knew she wanted a modern and popular look so 
she went for braids. “The braids, even the bun 
it was in, gave off a modern type of feeling” she 
describes. 

In another recorded performance for her song 
“Distant” she stuck with a more natural look to 
match the soulful vibe of the song. 

It’s all about being able to mimic the art she is 
putting out. Elle thinks about all the ways she 
can convey the emotion she’s aiming for from 
each song. She speaks specifically about some 
of the songs off of her soon to be released EP 
titled L.O.V.E. which cleverly stands for Loss of 
Valuable Energy.

It’s a collective of stories she’s heard from her 
friends, sister and inspiration Ameena, from 
movies and beyond. She describes merging many 
stories yet never tells them exactly; she prides 
herself on not airing out anyone's business. 

She lets out a laugh when she talks about writing 
her songs, Elle acknowledges that at 16, her life 
experience has yet to flourish. 

“I draw a lot of my lyrics from other people 
because obviously, as I am young, I don't have 
much life experience. I don't have much to write 
about other than going to the mall with my 
friends. So, I do try to draw from other people,” 
she says. 

Regardless of her mode of inspiration, Elle is sure 
to tie in how she presents herself to match the 
vibe of the song and the story she has created 
through that song. 

“The song does factor in with the hair. If the song 
is more mellow and vibes, I'm not gonna come 
with a bright pink hairstyle. So I try to keep it 
more neutral or more natural.” 

Nonetheless, she gives a lot of praise to her 
favorite braider Amanda @three.strand.beauty 
out of Brampton, ON for many of her favorite 
looks that have helped her express herself in  
the past.

When asked to describe her overall style, she says 
she can’t quite articulate exactly what it is but 
she quickly lands on a descriptor; comfortable 
chic. Comfort is always her number one but she 
also loves the glam and trying looks she wouldn’t 
necessarily wear every day.

“There's just this added confidence that I get 
when I'm working versus when I'm just on my 
own. So I have more confidence to wear things 
that I usually wouldn't wear.” 

Though Elle derives a lot of her inspiration 
herself she has started working with a stylist on 
set for her recent videos by the name of Banks.

“She pushes my boundaries to a respectable 
amount. So, it's not that I'm completely 
uncomfortable, but, I can still go out a little bit  
of my comfort zone and try new things,”

Some of her more recent style inspos have 
come from IG influencer and little sister Jordyn 
Woods, Jodie Woods. She also gives a nod to 
rapper Saweetie’s looks, but more so when she’s 
in her tracksuit because comfort is always the 
priority. 

She is working hard at manifesting her dream. 
She hopes to start working on a 12-song album 
once this EP drops and she hopes to try out 
different sounds and expand her work

“I'll be doing different types of R&B, maybe 
some more upbeat tracks just to switch it up a 
little bit. I definitely want to play around with 
Afrobeats a little as well. Because, you know, I'm 
a Ghana girl, so I'm super excited about that.”

For now, she’s focused on getting her current 
EP out and taking in all that will come with it. 
Her face lights up and her eyes sparkle with 
excitement when talking about the videos they 
have in store for L.O.V.E.; the looks, the settings, 
all of it has her feeling elated.

LUNA ELLE Elle is sure to tie in how  
she presents herself to match 

the vibe of the song and the 
story she has created  

through that song. 

BY  MONICA SIDHU
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And just like that in a matter of minutes salons are back to busy. A moment 
the entire industry has been waiting for. A full shop, good conversation and 
lots and lots of great hair. And I think I can speak for everyone when I say “it’s 
about time.” We are slowly but surely coming together as an industry again. 
After two years of being able to completely focus on the growth and direction 
of Efe, I am now juggling my time with content creating, in person events 
and Zoom meetings. I’ve jumped back in with both feet being pulled in many 
directions. And I must say, it feels great. However,  
as great as it feels I have to remember to create balance to avoid overload. 

SET DAILY GOALS
Have a To-do list regardless of how small to keep you on track of all tasks and 
appointments. As much as I think “I will remember”, I do not. And it can be the 
build-up of little tasks that can overwhelm your entire day.

CONTINUE TO HAVE A LIFE OUTSIDE OF THE SALON 
Covid wasn’t all bad, I’m certain we all found new hobbies we loved. Continue 
doing the things that keep you feeling good. Physically and mentally.

STOP TRYING TO DO EVERYTHING YOURSELF
Add to your team. Your team in the salon/Barbershop is your extended family, 
your foundation. Be sure that every member of your team carries the same goals 
and values as you. One bad apple can spoil the whole bunch.

BREATHE
Pace yourself, pay attention to your body and move at a reasonable pace. 

JUST SAY NO 
Don’t be a “yes man.” Stop trying to squeeze everyone in. Set professional  
and personally boundaries.

ASK YOURSELF “AM I IN THE RIGHT PLACE?” 
Find a salon/barbershop that you vibe with. Be a part of a team that supports you 
creatively and personally. Nine to five isn’t for everyone, create a schedule that 
best complements your life.  And work with a team that respects that. 

IT’S TIME FOR A PRICE INCREASE
Know your worth. It is time to be paid what you deserve, instead of cramming  
in 30 clients to make your number. Increase your pricing for all the years that  
you felt you couldn’t. It’s time to work smart not hard. 

EAT 
Eating should not be a luxury… Pack a lunch and snacks, fuel your body with 
healthy meals that will help get you through the day. Schedule your lunch/dinner 
every day, and respect it. P.S Coffee is not lunch...

WEAR SENSIBLE FOOTWEAR
You spend more than 80% of your time on your feet. Keep them happy.  
Today’s fashion makes it very easy for you to be trendy and comfortable. 
Remember to have at least two pairs handy so you can make a switch  
throughout your day. Try innersoles for that little extra comfort.  
Happy feet equal a successful day. Trust.  

KEEP A POSITIVE HEAD SPACE
Surround yourself with likeminded people. In order to thrive in any space you 
need positive energy. Remove yourself from all areas that no longer serve you. 

TEN TIPS TO AVOID SALON / BARBERSHOP BURN OUT:

BACK TOBusy Alicia Bucknor
T H E  R O Y A L  A R T I S T
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Born in New York City & raised in Toronto, Canada,  
The Royal Artist Alicia Bucknor is a mother, fashion 
abstract visual artist, social change artist #iamRoyal, author, 
creative director, and fashion designer who promotes 
spiritual Royalty.

The Royal Artist expresses herself using digital and 
traditional canvases like pencil, ink, acrylic paint, pastel, 
charcoal, watercolour paints and digital tablets.

Raising two princesses into queens has ignited so much 
creativity, passion, and art for the artist which led her to 
create “Royal”; an art wellness missioned lifestyle brand 
of affirmations colouring art books, luxury clothing and 
original art for collectors to feel beautiful, powerful 
and united.

Royal by Alicia Bucknor is an art wellness brand advocating 
family, love, nature and unity. All products are ethically 
made in Canada. Each art piece has its own story, meaning, 
and royal purpose. Over the years, The Royal Artist’s 
exemplary expression of fine art and art wear pieces have 
been featured in establishments around Canada, United 
States, and United Kingdom.

Clothing line: Royal by Alicia Bucknor

Representing faith & fashion empowerment, The Royal Artist 
creates functional fashion masterpiece collections  for the Royalty 
amongst us. Royal By Alicia Bucknor is a fashion art empowering 
brand filled with fashion art illustrations and impactful messages of 
love, gratitude, and kindness. The Vintage Dreams Collection offers 
fine art, affirmations colouring art book, colouring art posters, 
colouring pages, and activewear for adults, youth, and toddlers.

Photo: James Santos Roque
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BY  NATALIA FARAHMAND
[OWNER @DESIDERIOBEAUTY ]

Beauty is a universal language that enables  

and empowers freedom of self-expression. 

Makeup allows your skin to have endless 

possibilities. The ability to be creative is 

synonymous with writing and painting.  

Makeup serves as an outlet of expression, 

illustrated on the most dynamic of canvases.  

The facial routines and the act of doing makeup  

has always been surreal. Time simply fades away  

as you perfect your makeup for that moment.  

Makeup artists know how to wield the power of 

the brush, accentuating and highlighting features. 

Power
BEHIND 

MAKEUP

THE

Desiderio Beauty Cosmetics is the phoenix of the beauty industry by resetting  
and aligning with diverse beauty and inclusive values of cosmetics consumers. 

With the current lack of diversity in the cosmetic industry, Desiderio Beauty felt 
compelled to change status quo. We provide inclusive services that make everyone 
feel confident. Our online cosmetics shop @shopdbcosmetics provides makeup 

for everyone paired with global crypto payments. 

Be yourself, makeup gives the beholder a transformative power.  

Makeup helps those like myself amongst the collective, who struggled with 

appearance and self-confidence. With the right makeup, you can choose 

your visual character or simply accentuate eyes, lips, cheekbones, jaws and 

more. Makeup can build eyebrows or enhance other parts of the face for 

those with medical conditions. Hearing and seeing the diverse joy that 

surfaces when clients look in the mirror is rewarding. It is a release that 

everyone should have the privilege of experiencing, so putting that one 

smile on someone’s face is truly priceless. 

Makeup art and techniques demonstrate 

many cultural traditions passed from 

generation to generation for centuries.  

To this day, it remains a prominent art form 

amongst limitless use cases. Makeup is a 

language. Makeup boosts the diverse and 

inclusive power of your skin. 

Desiderio Beauty is a beauty conduit to 

channel your unique power with the very best 

in cosmetics and services. If we want makeup 

to be available for everyone as intended, we 

must continue trailblazing accessibility.

MODELS: @SASHACELLAREALTY (L), @ASHLEYDOE (R)   
MAKEUP: @DESIDERIOBEAUTY,  @SHOPDBCOSMETICS   

ACCESSORY DESIGNER: BYBLAQDOOR  
HOODIE: @SHOPDBCOSMETICS 

DIGITAL AGENCY: @PAXTECHSERVICES
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Events are back! And attending them is my absolute favorite part of my job. 
Getting to be a part of the experience brands create is what I live for. Being 
an event planner myself, I know all of the hustle and bustle that goes into 
bringing these events to life and I can appreciate every detail. They had me 
at hello… From the greeter to stylists. The room was filled with so much 
joy and laughter as guests went from station to station gaining product 
knowledge from Spokesperson and super stylist Cindy Duplantis, who made 
sure every guest walked away with a bag full of product perfect for their 
hair type. Guests also had the option of getting their hair did… Talk about 
being pampered. And in the midst of the event was good company and great 

conversation. It was so nice to catch up, dress up , and be out. So, you know 
that I had an amazing time, but here’s what Style Consciously is really about.. 

This Earth Day Chatters, Canada’s largest salon-based retailer is putting the 
spotlight on Style Consciously, an initiative with a goal of impacting the 
beauty industry for the better, helping consumers to make mindful decisions 
about the hair, skin and beauty products we’re incorporating in our everyday 
routines. Style Consciously is rooted in Chatters’ mission of providing Style 
Happy Hair Days, which goes much deeper than the surface. Style Happy is 
about inspiring guests to look good, feel good and do good not just during 
Earth Month, but every day of the year. 

Through Style Consciously, consumers are able to easily identify products that are 
Clean, Vegan, Sustainable and Cruelty-Free, based on guidelines developed by 
Chatters. When shopping Clean at Chatters, you’re choosing products that are 
free from proven or suspected toxic ingredients found on Chatters’ Free From list. 
When shopping Sustainable, you’re making the conscious decision to select products 
packaged in a minimum 50% recycled or bio-sourced materials, or can be refilled or 
recycled for less landfill. When browsing online or instore, consumers can look for the 
Style Consciously icons to identify the pillars products align with, some examples of 
these brands include Paul Mitchell, AG Hair and LOMA. Through this clarification, 
consumers can make eco-friendly choices ensuring they’re selecting products that align 
with their values and meet their personal needs. 

Through an immersive brand experience, Chatters brought the four Style Consciously 
pillars to life, offering education about each pillar, around their partnership with Green 
Circle Salons and awareness as to what it means to make mindful shopping decisions. 
Both events generated interest and attendance from local content creators and media, 
and were declared Carbon Neutral by Green Circle Salons. The event which took place 
at The Symes in Toronto provided attendees the opportunity for hair touch ups from 
Chatters Stylists. Attendees left with Style Consciously products from Chatters brands 
such as VERB, Coco & Eve, Virtue and more.

Photography by Sarjour Faour

31MAY / JUNE 2022MAGAZINEMAGAZINE30



THE BEAUTY OF

CREATING THE CHANGES IN BEAUTY TODAY 
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW.
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C O V E R  F E A T U R E

COVER AND FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY: JOANNA GRAY 

REEMA 
JABER

It is such an honour to be included in the growth of  artists. To watch from 
the sidelines as they grow further into themselves. To see them uncover their 
potential and move in directions they themselves were not sure of. This, is the 
best part of my job. We interviewed Reema only three years ago, and within that 
time she became a mother, started teaching the hottest curl class in the industry 
and the icing on the cake… She opened a new two-story salon in Streetville 
Ontario. Reema is the name ringing through the industry as she changes the 
standard in education and beauty.
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Being a MOM 

“The salon and hair have always been my life. It’s always been business, 
business, business. It has always been hard to separate my personal life from 
business; I would take my salon life home. But becoming a mom changed 
me. It allows me to enjoy my personal life more. It’s my divide between 
work life and home life. Now when I get home, that’s my time with my son. 
And I really enjoy my time with my son. To be honest, the pandemic was 
somewhat of a blessing for me. I would’ve never had that time with him and  
I would’ve been sad to leave him, and the pandemic gave me more time.” 

The MOVE

They went from Port Credit to Streetsville. It’s amazing when a business  
out grows their space. Reema said “it was uncomfortable to be there”  
and you know what discomfort means… So, as much as they loved the area, 
staying in Port Credit was limiting their growth, so off they went shopping 
for a new location. At first, they thought Oakville would be their new home, 
but when they walked into their current space, they knew they were home. 
The pandemic was not easy…  We unfortunately had to let go most of our 
team, only two came with us. So, when we relocated, we had to rehire a new 
team.  And despite the industry’s challenges we were able to build a solid 
team. Our success to creating a salon team has always been to hire stylists 
that are open to growth. Stylists that are eager to learn and develop new 
skills, we are here to train them.  We are willing to put in the time needed  
to build a strong team. 

Industry ADVICE

What I recommend for salons looking to hire is to start with the next 
generation of stylists. Hire them as an assistant and groom them to become 
a Jr stylist within the year. We have a rule, that no assistant should have that 
role for more than a year. If that is the case, we are doing something wrong. 
Don’t be afraid to share your knowledge. Give your assistants and stylists 
you are working with as much of your knowledge as possible. Also, be open 
to changing your mentality to adapt to the needs of your team. They too 
have to be happy, It’s not just about you. Be fair, make sure they too are 
comfortable, pay them well. There are so many salons they can work at –  
make your space the best environment for them. 

I am always 
working 
towards 

knowing 
more...
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Curl CLASS

Education can be such an over saturated space within beauty, until 
you’ve done right. And just like that, you are the most sought-after 
educator in the industry. Curls are a hot topic in the industry right 
now. For years, we have worked to remove, tame and hide curls. Now 
we embrace, define and show off curls. You are missing a major part 
of the market if you are not catering to curls. “I’ve always loved curly 
hair. I’ve loved curly hair since I took a class 11 years ago at the Aveda 
Academy. Since then, I’ve been obsessed, and it was only one class. I’ve 
always worked on curly hair but you know, people with curls wanted 
it straight. They never embraced their curls.  Then all of sudden, the 
world has gone curl crazy and everyone is embracing their curls and I 
was ready for it. I started my class because I love to teach and share my 
knowledge and because there is such a need for it. I love that my clients 
are embracing their curls. My entire team loves working on curly hair, 
we are truly a curly hair specialist.”

Being an INFLUENCER

What’s like to be an influencer? “it’s humbling… it's not as easy as it 
looks. Being on Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, it’s a lot of work. I’m 
always working to improve myself; I’m always learning and trying to 
really be who I am. Working hard does pay off. You have to put in the 
time. Even though I have over 20K followers, I’m still not there, even 
though I’m fully booked, I have a great salon and I’m teaching, I am 
always working towards knowing more.” Do you ever tire of being on 
social media? “Absolutely, I have to post and I also want to support 
other stylists and I have work, and have a personal life. It’s a lot. You 
have to know when to draw the line and create balance.”

My INSPIRATION

Who inspires you? “So much motivates me. It’s a collaboration of 
things. My team inspires me, other people that work hard inspire me. 
And so much on these social platforms that inspire me. They help to 
keep me motivated and moving forward.”

Reema’s final THOUGHTS

 “As hard as I work, I wouldn’t be able to be where I am without my 
husband my life partner. He allows me to just be, I can grow as a stylist 
and can try anything because I have his support. We opened hair by 
Reema together, because he has always supported my dream. He is 
really the best. Behind hair by Reema is this man that does everything 
possible. Bassam.”

2022JUNE 19

DOORS OPEN: 7:00 PM
SHOW TIME: 8:30 PM

LOCATION:
City View Drive
20 Polson Street, Toronto ON

TICKETS:
March 1st – $125 early bird
May 1st – $150 
June 6th – $175 at door

Our 2022 Sponsors:
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Christine Singh

Christine is co-owner and leading stylist at One 
Salon since 2005.  Her vision for a healthier salon 
environment has led her team to be Toronto’s 
leading eco-salon. Her extensive travels to 
Europe and Asia have allowed her to gain 
knowledge and techniques that inspire her work 
each day.  Christine has been seen on Cityline, 
Crimes of Fashion and Daytime Toronto.

Michael Zeineddine 

Michael Zeineddine is cutting edge in both his 
designs and his business philosophy. Co- owner  
of Bilalo Hair Artistry and spa that opened in 
2001. As well, he is a respected educator of MK 
professional hairbotox. Michael has been teaching 
and performing on stage for many years with 
color lines and styling products distributors.  
His focus and determination has left a stamp on  
the business community. Michael's high standard 
for quality and customer service has proven to  
be a recipe for success.

Tiffanie Pitimada 

For over 20 years, Tiffanie has worked in the 
professional salon industry, holding positions 
in Marketing and Education, most recently 
as the North American Director of Education 
at Revlon Professional.  Her focus has always 
been on promoting the creativity and talent of 
the professional hairstylists, barbers and nail 
technicians she worked with.  Tiffanie has also sat 
on the ABA Board of Directors where she worked 
alongside peers that shared her passion for the 
professional beauty industry in Canada.

Kelsey Yule 

Kelsey Yule, born and raised in Western Canada. 
Kelsey has proven herself as an award winning 
multi disciplined  Artist, TV Personality, 
Teacher, and Business Owner. With accolades 
such as Canadian Hairdresser Alberta Salon 
Team of the Year, numerous live competition 
wins, business awards and known as one of the 
top female entrepreneurs in Western Canada.

JU
D

G
ES

Shawn Barbz 

Shawn Barbz (Barbz) has been in the industry for 15 years and professionally for 8.  Owner of 
Coldkutz Barbershop and Coldkutz Luxury Salon and Spa, Shawn has over the years gained 
recognition world wide for his creative haircuts, artistic lines and out of the box approach.  A 10 
time multi-award winning barber, Winner of the Worlds Most Creative Haircut and becoming 
Canadian National Champion Shawn has created his own trends that have influenced many barbers 
and stylists today. His craft transcends race, gender and hair texture types.  He currently judges hair 
competitions across the globe and is actively creating platforms for stylists and barbers to grow 
in his community.  Not to mention Shawn is an ambassador and educator for WAHL, the largest 
clipper company in the world and can be found rocking his weapons of choice on stage or in the 
classroom.  His work can be found on Instagram @shawn_barbz

Keya Neal

A stylist whose passion for color and texture is 
unmatched with over 28 years of experience, 
Keya Neal is leading a national revolutionary 
that is breaking textural boundaries that has 
long separated those in the hair industry. 
Keya’s passion for hair color and education 
led to the conception of Kolour Kulture, an 
educational resource for stylists who are 
particularly interested in the science of hair 
color and how it interacts with various hair 
textures. Keya launched her cornerstone 

education series “Texture Vs Race” at The Energizing Summit hosted by the American Board 
of Certified Hair Colorist (ABCH), which has since become a nationwide movement with a 
summit of its very own, and has amassed the support of top industry influences including but 
not limited to the board of the American Board of Certified Hair Colorist.

Through the evolution of Texture vs Race and her REPAIRations movement, Keya is at the 
helm of the salon industry’s diversity and inclusion movement, encouraging "uncomfortable" 
conversations surrounding race and hair texture. Now, Keya acts as a color educator, texture 
expert, and DIE consultant working to create a more inclusive and understanding industry.
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JUDGES

Eugenia Smith-Forskin 

Eugenia Smith-Forskin , owner and operator of Twisted Sistahs Salon located in Mississauga, 
Ontario. She is a very energetic and competent professional hairstylist. With over 15 years 
experience, she started out at the age of 13 years old working in the beauty industry. At that age 
Eugenia knew hairdressing would be her lifelong goal. She is very talented and passionate about 
her client’s satisfaction. It is so rewarding for her to see her clients happy. Eugenia currently holds a 
Diploma in hair styling, extensions, braids, locs, weaves, natural hair styling, natural hair treatment and 
updos. She is also the proud winner of two consecutive title wins at the Big Tease Hair Show. She has 
done several workshops and participated in many Natural Hair Shows in Toronto.

Eugenia is well versed in modern and novel hairstyling techniques. She has worked with all different 
types of hair in Canada and the Caribbean. 

Martin Truong

Martin Truong is a thought leader in the 
barbering and beauty industry. As a founding 
partner of Eikonic Academy of Barbering and 

Beauty, he coaches beauty professionals to reach 
their full potential. Martin Truong is a thought 
leader in the barbering and beauty industry. 
As a founding partner of Eikonic Academy 
of Barbering and Beauty, he coaches beauty 
professionals to reach their full potential.

Martin believes that sharing your knowledge is 
like lighting another candle -  it only makes the 
room brighter.  

Martin has been retained as the subject matter 
expert for the Canadian Armed Forces and 
has helped implement their barbering and 
grooming policies across all Canadian bases.  
He is a contributing authority to Pivot Point 
International and has helped develop the 
Barbering Fundamentals curriculum which is 
now taught at beauty colleges worldwide. 

Some of Martin’s other accolades and 
involvement include: 

•  Top 40 under 40 
•   Top 200 Best Managed Salons in North 

America  2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 
•  Judge for Contessa, American Crew All Stars  
•   Featured in Bride and Groom Canada, Sharp 

Magazine, Modern Salon Magazine 
•   Scissor Fitting Specialist for Mizutani Scissors 

Japan

Martin currently holds the position of Director 
of Educational Programming at Eikonic 
Academy of Barbering and Beauty. 

Stay connected with him through the Academy 
at @eikonicacademy @martiiinooo

2021                    Recap
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2021

L'Oreal Professional  
Tecni Art Morning  
After Dust

Best Styling 
Product

2021

Schwarzkopf 
Professional 
BlondMe

Best Lightner

2021

Schwarzkopf  
Professional  

Osis+ Elastic Finish

Best Hair Spray

2021

L'Oreal Professional  
Vitamino Color Mask

Best Deep  
Conditioner

2021

Schwarzkopf  
Professional Igora Royal

Best Colour Line

2021

American Crew 
Pomade

Best Men's 
Styling

Vote Now!
INDUSTRY'S CHOICE PRODUCTS OF THE YEAR 2022
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Visit www.efemagazine.com to cast your vote.  
Voting deadline May 16th 

2021

Moroccanoil  
Treatment

Best Oil

20
21
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Joico 
Weekend Hair  

Best Dry  
Shampoo

2021
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BEHIND  

THE SCENES 

It’s so refreshing to be back behind the scenes. Out and 
about where the magic happens, amongst our peers, creating 
beautiful hair. We had the pleasure of joining the Joico team 
behind the scenes for the launch of their new Curl Confidence 
Defining Crème. Curl Expert Elisha Gotha took us through 
her styling techniques and the multiple curl types that Curl 
Confidence caters too. Providing Curl Confidence through 
education is something both Joico and Elisha thrive for as 
clients and stylists embrace the natural textures that is the 
majority hair type. From a loose wave to a tight curl they’ve 
got you covered. We are to have Curl Confidence defining 
crème as part of our Efe Approved program. A product with 
true diverse capabilities. Check them out.

with Dear Diary...
This Summer I Have  

a Bucket List

BY  KY'ANA SAMPSON

With summer approaching and the world opening back up again, there is so much 
to look forward to. This summer will not be just any summer! Having spent the 

last 2 years with not very many options besides long walks, more long walks and 
an ounce of freedom between lockdowns, I am determined to catch up on lost time, 
try new things and revisit much that I’ve been missing. That being said, consider 

this the official summer guide! A little bit of everything. So, whether you’re  
check-listing alone, with a partner or with family, there are options for everyone!
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•  Indulge in patio season! (Tachi, The porch, and Sweaty Betty’s are all 
honorary mentions). My ‘go to’ patio for inexpensive cocktails and even better 
food is Anejo (Toronto). Famous for their 3 taco deals and one of the best 
mojitos in the city. If you find yourself here, the chicken tacos or mushroom 
tacos with extra Pico De Gallo are a must have! Anejo is located right on the 
corner of King and Portland. 

•   Take a trip to a different province or a different country. Whether it’s a 
trip to the cottage, a short flight to Vancouver, road trip to Montreal or 
finally splurging on that big vacation. Be sure to get a change of scenery this 
summer to spark your mind, inspire you and to get a mini break from life. 

•    It’s not summer without a good hike or two! Mount Nemo (Burlington, ON) 
is only an hour out of the city and the perfect hike for intermediate hikers. 
Don’t forget to make reservations online! Hikes are one of my favourite forms 
of exercise and you can find different trails all around the city to accommodate 
your needs. 

•   Attend music festivals. Anything from Jazz Fest to raving at Veld. I love 
attending theToronto Jazz Festival, for its relaxed atmosphere. A place 
where diverse faces come together to celebrate good music and indulge in the 
many food trucks that they often have lined up. Be prepared to dance with 
strangers, laugh with strangers and perhaps make new friends! Words of 
advice; be sure to stay hydrated, secure a good fanny pack, bring the perfect 
buddy and good vibes.

•  Take the family on an activity adventure (Pursuit OCR, R.O.M, Canada’s 
Wonderland, Rage Room). I am currently loving pursuit OCR, it is an indoor 
obstacle course that feels more like a workout! If you’ve ever seen the show 
“Wipeout” expect that minus falling in bodies of water. I love Pursuit OCR 
especially when I am tired of the same workout routine, this makes sweating 
almost bearable! Rage room is also unexpectedly therapeutic, as humans we 
carry around heavy emotions and situations on our shoulders every day and 
the best way to do that is to go and smash objects without restraint and 
release any pent-up energy you may have! 

•  Visit the Allan Botanical Garden in the heart of downtown Toronto or enjoy 
Toronto’s Botanical Garden in North York. I find that appreciating the beauty 
of nature also helps me practice my gratitude for everyday life. Bring a camera 
and your mind ready to indulge in nature and relax.

•   Prioritize your hobbies! Anything from Yoga, pottery, a running group or 
maybe even a book club! Nothing is better than making sure you set aside 
time to practice the hobbies that you are passionate about. To me this looks 
like picking up a good read that makes me feel young and alive! Be sure to add 
“Since you’ve been gone” by Morgan Matson to your reading list this summer. 
It’s a great read about friendship, trying new things and making the most 
out of summer without waiting on anyone else. 

•   Road trips to the beach and a lot of them. Many beaches in the city can be 
cluttered with people and garbage. I find, if you’re willing to drive, there are 
some really great ones! Grand Bend (ON) is one of many with less of a crowd 
and lots of food options in the surrounding area. Coburg Beach (ON)  
is perfect for a quiet and relaxed sunbathing day.  

•   Bon fires with loved ones. Telling scary stories to the kids, passionate 
conversations about life or maybe just enjoying a glass of wine! Red or white? 
You choose. As I get older, I find myself craving more intimate and quiet moments 
with the people I care about and quality time is always good for the soul. 

•   Harbor-front Boat cruise (ON). There are many options to choose from, you 
can do a candlelit dinner cruise, sunset cruise during golden hour or if you’re 
looking for a bit of a party they even have Caribbean cruise options with live 
music, all-inclusive drinks and food to go around! Be sure to book your tickets 
early as they tend to sell out fast.

Yours Truly,

Ky’ana

- My Summer Bucket List - - My Summer Bucket List -
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Efe Approved is the beauty industry’s guide for professional products 
suitable for all hair types. Here at Efe Magazine, we welcome diversity, and 
identifying textures is our specialty. We understand that product selection 
isn’t always easy. Efe Approved is a selection of professional beauty products 
tested by salon professionals on all hair types, achieving multiple styles.  
Only products with diverse capability are featured here.

As individuals continue to embrace their natural textures, we as an industry 
must provide products that cater to the multiple textures that make up the 
world today. 

Did you know that over 65% of the world’s population has some form of 
curly hair? That means that less than half of our population has straight hair, 
yet we as an industry have focused our product development, research and 
advertisement on the minority hair type. Why?

As the standards of beauty change, ensuring that all beauty is seen, 
recognized and celebrated, hair products must also see, recognize and 
celebrate all textures. It has been an exciting journey for the Efe Family 
 to work with leading brands and uncover professional products with 
diverse capabilities.

STRAIGHT

2A 2B 2C

WAVY

3A 3B 3C

CURLY 

4A 4B 4C

COIL / KINK / ZIGZAG

DO YOU KNOW THE CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH CURL PATTERN?

GET YOUR EFE APPROVED 
SAMPLE BOX TODAY! 
www.efemagazine.com

"Addressing  
Hair by Texture,  
Not Race." 

APPROVED

A P P R O U V
É

JOICO’S CURL CONFIDENCE DEFINING CRÈME

Hydration, hydration, hydration! Remember to ensure that 
curls are well hydrated prior to applying product. We feel 
this is the biggest miss when working on curly hair. We tend 
to remove more moisture than required to speed up the 
styling process. When really, water acts as the transporter, 
distributing your product evenly for best end results. You all 
know we are a big fan of layering product. When working 
with 3A – 3C hair, we added a leave in conditioner prior to 
applying Joico’s Curl Confidence Defining Crème. This was 
only to create a solid foundation and eliminate wasting of 
product. As always, less is more. We started with a loonie size 
of product, really working it in from root to end to bring out 
the true definition of each curl. This allows us to leave hair to 
air dry or diffuse. When working on 4A hair we also added a 
medium hold gel for more control and definition.

STMNT CLASSIC POMADE

Pomade is a must have in every barbershop/Salon.  
We love the way it can work its magic on all hair types.  
A truly versatile product and brand. Of course, the length 
of hair will determine how it is used, achieving looks such 
as the combover right down to waves. Ranging from hair 
types 2C – 4C. Let’s not forget less is more, especially 
when working on fine hair. A great styling tip: Add a 
spritz of water to your product when emulsifying,  
prior to applying to hair for an even distribution.

AUTHENTIC BEAUTY CONCEPT HYDRATE MASK

It all starts at the sink, prepping hair for success. We all know that 
if hair is lacking moisture, it is also lacking protein. However, it will 
not accept protein without the adequate amount of moisture… The 
Hydrate Mask by Authentic Beauty Concept hits hair right. Catering 
to a very wide range of hair types: 2C – 4C. It was crazy to see the 
reaction to each curl type once they received their adequate amount 
of hydration. Hair was softened and curls were defined. Remember 
this is a mask not a conditioner, allow it to do its thing, give it some 
time. Apply a generous amount, sit your client under the dryer or 
steamer and wait for the magic to happen as it detangles, hydrates 
and make hair manageable for any style. Products such as Hydrate 
Mask are foundation setters and 
should be incorporated in your 
client’s regular hair routine. 
Perfect for back bar use, but do 
not miss the opportunity to retail 
this item for at home use.

- ANDREA SAMPSON
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What 
the

!?

   @efemagazine

efemagazine.com 

Podcast  
Coming Soon!

 

MATRIX WOULD LIKE TO  
CONGRATULATE ALL OUR MATRIX 

TEAM WHO WERE NOMINATED FOR 
THE VZN AWARDS.

• ANNE-LAURE SARDAIS  |  @ANLOR_MTL

JOAN HARRISON AWARD

• JOSHUA BALINT  |  @JOSHUA.BALINT

JOAN HARRISON AWARD

• RODRIGO ARANEDA  |  @RODRIGOHAIRDRESSER

 COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 STYLIST OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 MULTICULTURAL ARTIST OF THE YEAR AWARD
 SABINO DITTACHIO AWARD

• HAROLD GONZALES  |  @HAROLD_GONZALES_HAIR

BARBER OF THE YEAR AWARD

• HEIDI KENNEY  |  @HEIDIKENNEYHAIR

EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 
COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• DAREK WIERZBICKI  |  @DAREKW
STYLIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• DERRICK RUTHERFORD  |  @DERRICK_RUTHERFORD

STYLIST OF THE YEAR AWARD 
MULTICULTURAL ARTIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• JULIO RODRIGUEZ  |  @JULIOCOLOR

COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• MARTIN MENARD  |  @MARTIN.LIMPOLIS

COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD 
STYLIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• FRANCIS BOUCHARD  |  @FRANCI6666

STYLIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• MICHAEL DUBUC  |  @MICK_DUB_HAIR 
 COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 STYLIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

matrix canada educationmatrix

• JOSHUA BALINT  |  @JOSHUA33183
JOAN HARRISON AWARDS

• LANA NICHOLSON  |  @LANANICHOLSON07
JOAN HARRISON AWARDS

• RODRIGO ARANEDA  |  @RODRIGOHAIRDRESSER 
SABINO DO TACHIO AWARD AND  
COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• JULIO RODRIGUEZ  |  @JULIOCOLOR
COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• HEIDI KENNEY  |  @HEIDIKENNEYHAIR
COLORIST OF THE YEAR AWARD

• HAROLD GONZALES  |  @TIMELESS_GONZALES
BARBER OF THE YEAR AWARD



Education Partners
Working towards an industry of inclusion.

1-800-565-7721 | maritimebeautyshop.com

CosmoProfBeauty.ca

EVERY ARTIST 
NEEDS AN ALLY

We are your partner in service and innovation

@canradbeauty

F l ow us

www.canrad.com • Phone: 416-663-7373 • 1-800-268-1905 

CELEBRATING 110 YEARS

SHOP YOUR WAY

BUSINESS
ADVISOR

PHONE-IN
877-566-3375

30+ STORE 
LOCATIONS

ONLINE AT
MODERNBEAUTY.COM

partners



KINGDOMBEAUTY.COM
KINGDOMBEAUTYSUPPLIES

KINGDOM BEAUTY
SALONS | BARBERSHOPS | BEAUTICIANS

VANCOUVER
604.251.7386

RICHMOND
604.273.7288

VICTORIA
250.381.1953

CALGARY
403.367.8888

SURREY
604.882.8033

HAVE A QUESTION? GIVE US A CALL - (1  800) 738 8666

 

1.800.465.7965

 

WINDSOR         MISSISSAUGA        WOODBRIDGE       BARRIE         OTTAWA

SHOP ONLINE 24/7 

 VENUSBEAUTY.COM

Stay strong, stay safe, and thank you
to all health care workers during 
this diicult time.

HEAD OFFICE: TOLL FREE: Shop ON-LINE at:

416.787.1211 1.800.387.2962 www.TBBS.ca. .

partners partners

valerieducharme.com
405-490-9030

windsorbeautysupply.com





SEE MORE FROM EFE MAGAZINE AT:
efemagazine.com and on social media 

  @efemagazine


