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Can Dream
Our first professional Curl Pattern-Preserving  
System, with Manuka Honey Extract and 
co-created with texture experts, defines curls  
& coils, keeping hair moisturized, with no flaking 
or crunch. 
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Join the

@authenticbeautyconcept.ca

Authenticbeautyconcept.ca

#AUTHENTICBEAUTYMOVEMENT

# MYBELIEF

YOU CAN‘T 
FAKE 
CHARACTER

LAURA SCHULLER
Model & Individualist

Authentic beauty doesn’t need 
sophisticated photo fi lters; it’s what 
comes naturally that stands out 
in a crowd. Free from the fake, it’s 
about real style; perfect in it’s simplicity.
#AuthenticBeautyMovement.

LAURA SCHULLER
Model & Individualist

about real style; perfect in it’s simplicity.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MATRIX  
ARTISTS ON THEIR WINS AT  

THE VZN AWARDS 2021

matrix canada educationmatrixcanadaeducation

HEIDI KENNEY 

EASTERN CANADA STYLIST AWARD

@HEIDIKENNEYHAIR

RODRIGO ARANEDA 
SABINO DI TACCHIO AWARD  

QUEBEC CANADIAN STYLIST AWARD

@RODRIGOHAIRDRESSER 

®

TM

TIME IS MONEY—
MAKE EVERY MINUTE COUNT

#LUMI10

WEST COAST BEAUTY 
BRITISH COLUMBIA
1-800-661-2707

MODERN
BEAUTY SUPPLIES

ALBERTA
1-877-566-3376

SALON CENTRE 
NORTHWEST 

TERRITORIES & YUKON 
1-867-633-4075

SALON CENTRE 
MANITOBA/SASKATCHEWAN 

1-204-786-0001
1-306-525-5553

NEW! ALTERNATIVE
BEAUTY SERVICES

ONTARIO
1-905-670-0611

15 SHADES DELIVERING 100% GRAY COVERAGE 
AND UP TO 2X THE SHINE, IN 10 MINUTES*!

*vs. untreated, damaged hair
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canrad.com
1.800.268.1905

@canradbeauty

F l ow us

#CanRad
#CanRad
#CanRad
#CanRad
#CanRad
#CanRad

CanRad Beauty is a fourth generation family owned and 
operated Canadian company, distributing hair care 
products to the professional beauty industry. 

www.canrad.com  • Phone: 416-663-7373 • 1-800-268-1905 

STORE LOCATIONS:

125 Norfinch Dr. 
Toronto, ON, M3N 1W8
Store Hours: 8:30- 4:30 M-Thur
                       8:00- 4:00 F

Tel: 416-663-7373
Toll Free: 1-800-268-1905    

Fax: 416-663-7450 
Toll Free Fax: 1-800-268-6882   
customerservice@canrad.com

CanRad Beauty
515 Wellington Rd., Unit #3
London, ON
519-668-2124
Store Hours: 8:30- 4:30 M-F

CanRad Beauty
1767 Carling Ave.
Ottawa, ON
613-723-7850
Store Hours: 8:30- 4:30 M-F

CanRad Beauty
61 King St., Unit 14
Barrie, ON
705-737-4445
Store Hours: 8:30- 4:30 M-F

CanRad Beauty
72 Simcoe St. North
Oshawa, ON
905-728-9958
Store Hours: 8:30-4:30 M-F

HEAD OFFICE:
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CanRad Beauty
1717 Dublin Ave., Unit 3, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba
204-942-3395
Store Hours: 8:30- 4:30 M-F
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cosmoprofbeauty.com
1.888.241.3338

radiantbeautysupplies.com
905.318.4051

Visit www.maritimebeauty.com for more information.

maritimebeautyshop.com
1.800.565.7721

modernbeauty.com
1.877.566.3376

kingdombeauty.com
1.800.738.8666

thewarehousebeauty.com
1.800.334.6270

valerieducharme.com
405-490-9030

windsorbeautysupply.com
1.800.265.9530

pearlon.com
1.800.334.6270

venusbeauty.com
1.800.465.7965

tbbs.ca
416.787.1211

Toronto Barber and Beauty Supply Since 1937

SPECIAL ISSUE!



contributors
By artists, for artists,  
supporting all artists.

D'antal Sampson  
B.A. (Hons), J.D. Candidate
WRITER / SALES  @dantalsampson

Anthony Black
STYLIST / EXTENSION SPECIALIST  @anthonyjblack

Keena Alwahaidi
WRITER  @keenaalwahaidi

Natalia Farahmand
MAKEUP ARTIST  @desideriobeauty

Ky'ana Sampson
WRITER    @_kyxx

Wioletta Suska
PHOTOGRAPHER     @suskaphotography
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I was born into to privilege… Not the privilege that you may all think, like money, 
a big house and fancy cars. It was the privilege of running water, an indoor 
bathroom and my own bed. Although these things may seem like standard living 
for some… for me and my siblings, it was the start of a new life. To me, privilege 
is generational. An advancement of what was, in any way. I am a first generation 
Canadian – my parents took a chance and flew across the world to create this new 
life for us. No certainties, no guarantees. Just a VZN of creating a life that was truly 
theirs. I mean, they could’ve stayed in Guyana to make a better life for us, but it 
still would’ve had some similarities. They didn’t want that. They believed in them 
and did what only they could see. I am grateful, as they taught me to not fear the 
unknown. Thank you. RIP Maurice Sampson. Sunrise January 20th 1949 – Sunset 
August 5th 2021.

I didn’t always, but I understand and appreciate my privilege. Today I have the 
privilege of knowledge, which will allow me to create a privileged future for those 
who want it. And it’s not always easy. I have to remind myself often that even the 
smallest step forward is taking me somewhere. And I am grateful to have an idea of 
where I’m going. 

I believe in me; that’s never been the hard part. But getting others to believe in what I 
foresee? Now there’s the challenge. So, I’ve never made it about me. It’s always been 
about you and your love for the industry. What else am I doing it for if not for you? 
That’s my purpose.

So, cheers to living my life on purpose. And as I become the highest, most-truest 
expression of myself,  I feel so aligned with my purpose. It’s amazing how that 
changes everything.

The day after the VZN Awards I woke up proud and humbled. I smiled, and asked 
myself: what’s my next RIGHT move? Like, I know we did a great job, but I will not 
allow myself to only be defined by this one moment. I have so much more to do.  
And no matter how difficult, what makes it so easy is I know that I am not  
alone in this journey. I have all of you and we will do it together.  

editor

ANDREA SAMPSON, EDITOR // 416.476.9900 //  
andreasampson@efemagazine.com  //  
 @andreasampsonefemagazine

Andrea Sampson
Addressing hair by texture not race. 

LETTER FROM OUR
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R E C A P BY  KEENA ALWAHAIDI
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If perfect was a thing… It would be called the VZN Awards.

We will always remember Sunday July 11th 2021. On this day, 
the Efe Magazine family changed the landscape of what will 
be done in the professional beauty industry. What a proud 
moment for us as hundreds gathered for our inaugural awards 
show. It was the first of its kind where diversity and inclusion 
were at the forefront of the entire event. With over a year of 
planning and many pivots, Efe magazine gave the industry 
what others thought was impossible. The first in-person 
event since COVID-19 plagued the beauty industry.  
We hosted a drive-in award show. No matter how in control 
and ready we were, and even though we crossed our T’s and 

dotted our I’s several times, we had zero control over the 
weather. We watched the weather report 24/7 as every day 
except for July 11th had sunny skies. We woke up on show  
day to grey skies and a thunder storm watch. 

So, let’s rewind a little. We knew that because of today’s 
climate with travel restrictions and the world’s comfort 
levels, our main audience would be Ontarians; but they hadn’t 
worked for 8 months of the calendar year. So, we decided to 
gift the industry with free tickets. That meant for everyone, 
not just the finalists. Of course, finalists had preferred seating 
(parking). But let’s be real, every seat was a great seat. And 
the drive-in venue allowed you to be to as socially distanced 

Continued...

as you chose to be. If you weren’t comfortable, you could sit in your car the 
entire night and still enjoy the show. And respectfully everyone allowed 
you to do so. Not going to lie, we were all nervous. But what we saw when 
everyone started arriving quickly changed that. As the cars rolled in, the fear 
that was once in everyone’s eyes had faded, if at least for one night. We saw 
confidence, relief and most importantly we saw happiness.

From the beginning, the odds were against us. First of all, we had to change 
our show date three times… and two weeks before our show date the 
Ontario government announced the opening of personal care services.  
This would happen one week prior to the VZN Awards. Finally, hairdressers/
barbers would be back behind the chair. This meant the industry’s focus 
would shift to accommodating all of their clients - as they should. Secondly, 

because of the date change our show now fell on the day of the Euro Cup 
finals; Italy vs Spain. In addition, the major highway route to the show  
(the Gardiner Expressway), was closed for the weekend. What a day. To top 
it all off, we didn’t have blue skies and sunshine. It was grey, cold and raining. 
A complete formula for total disaster for an outdoor event.  

If you had asked us what perfect looks like on the day of the VZN Awards, 
we thought it was blues skies with sunshine. At least we thought that was 
the foundation of it. But really, it was the combined efforts of our team 
thriving to complete one goal, and that was to put on the show we came to 
do – rain or shine. We had created what would be the most EPIC event in 
beauty long before this day… and some rain wasn’t going to change that.  
It was at that moment we realized perfect would be whatever we made it. 
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Continued...
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We rehearsed, in the rain. We set up, in the rain.  
We Instagrammed in the rain. We knew everything  
would be great. 

Here’s to the power of manifesting your moments. We knew 
we couldn’t do anything about the rain. We had zero control 
over the weather (although we all silently prayed for the rain 
to stop). What we did have control over, was our attitudes. 
We had prepared ourselves to perform in the rain. We were 
going to give 110% regardless of the weather. Showtime was 
7:00pm sharp – P & J Concepts ensured that. Do you know 
what happened at 6:45pm? The rain stopped, the sun forced 
its way out and we had the most beautiful sunset for the 

entire show. It wasn’t too hot, perfect hair weather. We had 
just the right amount of breeze, which enhanced every shot. 
And last, we had the perfect audience. There were about 400 
hairdressers, barbers, nail technicians, dancers, and designers 
in attendance. A parking lot full of artists celebrating artists. 

As the very first VZN Awards commenced, attendees drove 
up and were escorted to their designated spots. Finalists, 
VIP’s and General admission. Once arrived, everyone 
received a VZN Box, Matrix blanket and glow stick.  
And whenever there’s a glow stick, it’s going to be fun! There 
was food and ice cream trucks. Our platinum sponsor Matrix 
set up a colourful booth with all the trimmings - it felt like 

Christmas! They had a photo booth, product giveaways and so much more. 
No one walked away empty handed. Including all of us. It's time for a few 
thank you's... Thank you to our amazing volunteers. Marca College your 
everyday support is so greatly appreciated. Natasha and Ines, thank you 
for keeping things together. And of course thank you to our wonderful 
sponsors who made the night possible: Schwarzkopf Professional, L’Oréal 
Professional, Joico, Alterna, CND, American Crew.

Let’s talk about our hosts… Mother and son duo Andrea and D’antal Sampson 
were a great team. Although not gonna lie, it was D’antal who held down the 
entire night. Andrea did a great job at making a few appearances. Mr. D’antal… 
so professional, so handsome and so much charisma. He had us at hello with 
his outfit, his jewelry and we cannot forget that smile. Let’s be real. He’s total 

perfection. I think we can all agree it was a job well done – we couldn’t have 
asked for a more well put together host, AND he made everything look so 
easy. Congratulations on another show in the books, D’antal. 

So, if you weren’t there, here’s what happened. Once the show started it 
was non-stop entertainment. Our social media host Ky'ana Sampson helped 
capture some of those moments live. This was not a traditional Awards 
show. They threw all the cards on the table, changing things up right from 
the start. Tabby Rockstar and his crew opened the show with an authentic 
Afro-dancehall routine which really created an energy that immediately 
got the audience up and out of their seats. The entire performance took the 
audience through a wide selection of music genres and dance moves. They 
brought so much fire to the stage. The creativity level was high.  

Continued...
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Every dancer was in sync, not one person missed a beat. It was 
such a real performance; you could see them actually feel the 
music and they had so much fun doing it. BOOM! To Tabby 
and his team. (Choreographer: Tabby Donaldson; Dancers: 
Lindsay Aquin, Nasary Volkoveski, Amanda Videla, Alycia 
Santilli, Desrai Petrucci, Cheyenne Chante, Martin Prempeh)

The show commenced right after the dancers left the stage. 
Our host welcomed the guests and we got straight into the 
awards. There were 25 awards given out in total. We were 
lucky to have more than half of the winners in attendance – 
they were all incredibly grateful, and the words they spoke 
were heartfelt and sincere. 

Speaking of heartfelt, when co-host Andrea made an 
appearance, she moved the crowd to tears with her speech. 
She spoke of the moment she fell in love with hair, and how it 
changed her life. Her words were a rollercoaster of emotions 
as we watched her connect with everyone in the audience 
with every word. Hairdresser or not, the feelings were real.

The VZN Awards are all about showcasing the talent of all 
artists. We also had the pleasure of having design extraordinaire 
JM Trends showcase his latest collection of men’s fashion -  
an area that is often overlooked but makes big statements.  
JM Trends specializes in custom suits for every man. 

It was a night of the highest highs. The choir of Praise Cathedral Worship 
Center paid our stage a visit and uplifted the crowd, reminding us that the 
way of the world is through love. They opened with “We are the World” 
which had the entire crowd swaying back and forth as they joined the choir 
in song. But it didn’t end there, they closed with the south African gospel 
song Malibonhwe; a real crowd pleaser. It was nice to introduce the many 
cultures that made up the night. The choir leader was Rev. Gaius Ponto 
supported by his team: Melissa Robinson, Reia Whyte, Rae-Ann Whyte,  
and Euelette Wisdom St Louis.  

Last but not least, Andrea hopped back on stage to do a live haircut. 
There was hair everywhere. Picture this…the perfect sunset, a soft wind, 

great music and an energy that was unmatched. It was a perfect way to 
reintroduce the rebirth of in-person shows. It was total passion. It wasn’t 
new, but it was what was needed. 

The night ended how it started, with host D’antal who opened the dance 
floor to the After Party, which was sponsored by L’Oreal professional.  
The VZN Awards was a night of opportunity, magic and memories. Too cool 
of a night to ever miss again. Save the date June 12th 2022 for year 2.

It was great to see you all!  xoxo

#VZNAwards2022R
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winner
FRANK CINI

@frank.cini

Avant Garde Stylist

2X
WINNER!

winner
KATARZYNA WOLNY
@wolny_katarzyna

Avant Garde Nail Tech
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winner
JANET JACKSON
@janetjacksonhairstylist

Braids Cornrows Singles

Overall, I thought it was very cool and I was really excited for Efe. I felt as though 
we were seeing the same platforms over and over again, so it was refreshing to 
have this new platform come about. Considering this was an outdoor event and 
this is all new because of the pandemic, I didn’t know what expect – I thought 
that overall it was pretty fabulous.  

I brought my son, because I felt as though if I won, it would have been a great 
experience for both him and I. I was happy that I won because he was there with 
me. I had him escort me on stage and receive the award which was really good. 
Another part of me felt as though finally my work is being seen and recognized. 
I feel like I’ve been in the industry for so many years and I’ve entered so many 
competitions. Sadly enough, we’re always seeing the same winners, the same 
type of hair. Being an artist, we need to evolve in the industry, we need to be 
motivated by different work. 

2X
WINNER!

The multicultural award spoke to who I am as an artist. I work with all 
hair types, I can do anyone who sits in my chair. It wasn’t just about the 
collection. Usually with these competitions, it really depends on how busy I am 
and there’s so much that contributes to whether or not I do it. I wouldn’t mind 
being a presenter, or a judge, or just being part of it. It really depends on what 
I’m doing in the moment. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

What it meant to me was it was just a breath of fresh air. It was a large platform 
that finally felt inclusive to artists. It was just an amazing event and idea. It made 
me feel as though I was included in the beauty industry, as though I belonged. It 
means inclusivity for all, it felt that way honestly. 

Winner Spotlight

winner
MIKKA GIA

@mikkagia

Barber of the Year

2X
WINNER!
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T H E  B E A U T Y  O F

INCLUSION

The VZN Awards through  
the eyes of the audience.
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winner
LISA SCHOOR
@lisaschoorhair

Central Canadian Stylist

I thought the venue was incredible. It was very appropriate for what was going 
on and Efe really thought outside the box with having a drive-thru. I was sad I 
couldn’t make it and I’m missing hair shows big time. I was watching it live –  
we got the go-ahead to go back to work because we were in lockdown as well,  
and it kind of happened all at the same time. 

The category I was up for was Avant-garde, I was in Australia at the time and  
I was watching a documentary on Egypt and all of the queens and that kind of 
thing. And the one I won for Central Canadian Stylist – that one was actually 
inspired by a photographer who was really big back in the 80s and 90s, Herb 
Britts. Just how he used to do a lot of those black and white and very elegant 
photos. I think some of his photography is amazing, so that’s where the  
inspiration came for that one. 

It was really nice to be at something that wasn’t virtual. I love going to events 
whether I’m a finalist or not, and I’ve been going to award shows since before 
I even competed. It was really nice and refreshing to be able to have an 
opportunity to get back to some of that stuff. I love doing every part of what 
comes with these competitions and photoshoots, starting from the planning 
and the picking, the shooting itself, and picking the images after. Even just the 
hype of waiting for the finalists to be announced. Everything that comes with it; 
there’s a certain excitement within every step.

My collection was very much based on stained glass. The wardrobe was sleek, 
straight lines, structured shapes. I find I do a lot of that, but this collection 
definitely was that in both the colour and the cutting. 

I’m already getting my collection together for a few awards next year, and I’m 
hoping I can enter again with Efe, I think that would be wonderful. The music  
and the dance and the hair-cutting - I’m hoping to be there live next year! 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

I think it’s an absolute honour to be a winner, to just even be a finalist. I think 
 it’s pretty amazing that Andrea’s opened up the competition to include 
everyone who’s in the beauty industry with dance and music. I think it’s 
fantastic. I look forward to next year.

I always feel honoured even just being a finalist. If that’s a win for me, winning is 
like the cherry on top. I kind of had said in my speech: “Rain no rain, win no win, 
this is the night we all sort of needed after everything that’s been happening.” 
Obviously, winning makes it that much better. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

It gives me the opportunity to step outside of what I’m used to behind the chair. 
I love my job behind the chair, but I don’t get to be as creative as what you see 
in my shoots. My everyday stuff is so much different than what my shoots are. 
It’s great to have these platforms for us to be able to express our creativity.  
It makes it even better when you get an acknowledgement for it within  
the industry. 

Winner Spotlight

Winner Spotlight

winner
NICOLE PEDE

@nmpede

Colourist of the Year
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winner
HEIDI KENNEY
@heidikenneyhair

Eastern Canada Stylist

It’s always nice to have your work recognized. I was proud of that collection,  
and it certainly stands on its own two feet. I was so caught up in it that I didn’t 
even do a screenshot but someone who was there sent me a shot of the stage.  
I did actually get to see a picture of the collection on the big screen. I think I 
would enter more categories, which I could have this year. I could have entered 
about three different categories, but I didn’t – next year that’s definitely 
something I’ll consider.

This collection was shot the year before. Last year due to COVID, I had no 
budget to shoot. It was a collection based on shapes. They were all bob mullets, 
and they were all based on three geometric shapes – the triangle, the circle and 
the square. The inspiration was to create strong lines and cutting geometric 
lines. 

Next year there’s going to be a lot more entries. I think a lot of people in the 
Maritimes after the fact were like, “I should have entered!” I think the publicity  
is going to be so much more next year because it has one year under its belt. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

I  loved the title of the awards. I think that when you’re a creative person you 
hope that you have vision, and you hope that your vision is important to other 
people. I love the inclusivity, and how we are inclusive of all people. In this 
kind of competition, the categories were open to lots of different artists. I’m 
just thrilled to be part of the first VZN Awards and to have the title of Eastern 
Canadian Hairstylist because it’s important, and I will definitely enter next year. 

Winner Spotlight

I loved how everything was pulled together. The way the city looked, the way 
the sun was setting and everything, it was incredible. I loved when Andrea was 
dancing on stage, and I liked when everyone got a bit more excited. It was 
a really good show. 

I actually had four looks that I had done. I went with earth, air, fire and water. 
That’s kind of what inspired me, I just wanted super dramatic for really long hair. 
It was a new look, we did it in March or April so thankfully it was right before 
things locked down again. I got really lucky there. I rented two studios out, 
because they would only let a certain amount of people in one studio. That 
way we could go back and forth, and I still wanted that photoshoot vibe there 
instead of just one by one. 

I haven’t entered competitions after all these years. I was maybe a bit shy to do 
something like that, so it meant so much more because it actually really pushed 
me out of that comfort zone. It felt really good. It was amazing to just have my 
friends and family there cheering, just seeing everyone together, it was a good 
feeling. I actually can’t wait to start doing it again now. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

That’s what I love about Andrea - I’ve never seen any other awards that have 
been really well thought out, showcasing different kinds of skills, different 
people, and including everyone. It was my first one that I won, so it’s going to 
mean the most for me, forever.

Winner Spotlight

winner
MANNY DIMI

@manoloxtendo

Extension Specialist of the Year
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winner

winner

GRANT GIBSON
@grantcarsonhair

LANA NICHOLSON
@lananicholson07

Educator of the Year

Joan Harrison Award

Winning an award – I don’t want to say it lit a fire under my butt because 
there’s always a fire under my butt, but it reignited the fire a bit more. With 
COVID and everything that was going on, you didn’t really know what you 
were walking into, if that makes sense. But it was so well-put together. I 
loved the setup of the stage, it felt so “showy” – it almost felt like you were 
walking into a concert. It was really well thought out in terms of how far 
apart the cars were, and how everyone was behaving during it. You could 
really experience the vibe without being too close. 

I was pretty shocked to have won. Mostly because a bunch of people I follow 
online like other educators in the area and across Ontario and across Canada 
I knew were up for the award. To win was amazing. That was my first ever big 
industry award. I’m incredibly passionate about education, it’s what I do full 
time. I live, I breathe it, I eat it. To be recognized for it felt so damn good. 

I felt really inspired walking away from it. I think next year depending on the 
categories I will definitely consider going into something that I haven’t done 
before. I could grab some models, some wigs and some fun stuff and put 
something together because I want to be part of that. If I can win Educator 
of the Year, I can definitely put myself forward for something else. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

The VZN Awards to me are celebrating more than just hair. It’s focusing on 
all of the different avenues that are part of this super creative industry. It’s 
not just a focus on who can make the hair the prettiest, or who understands 
hair the best. It’s all about being a visionary and creating something that 
hasn’t been done before. 

I was really impressed; I had a lot of my staff there. I wasn’t there, but I was 
getting first hand play by play from the Matrix booth – I work with Matrix.  
I thought the awards were really well done. I got an email saying that I was a 
finalist, so I was really shocked when I saw my name on the big screen.  
I definitely wasn’t ready for it! 

Just being that it’s the Joan Harrison award, I’ve done hair for over 25 years 
so I was at all the different hair awards and very aware of it and know who 
Joan Harrison is. It was a great honour to be nominated for it. Some of my 
artists also competed and won. They’re pumped, they’re happy. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

I’m new to Efe Magazine, it’s only been the last year that Matrix has been 
participating with Efe. So for me, when I think of the VZN Awards I think of  
very new, up and coming, trendsetting. I feel like it’s a fresh vision.

Winner Spotlight

Winner Spotlight

We were front row, and it was myself and my team. It was a magical night and  
it was beautiful to see everyone coming together and celebrating everyone’s 
creativity. It was very much needed, especially after the last almost two years 
we’ve had.  Because we are creatives and we have passion for the art, it’s 
different when you’re actually getting that recognition for it. Even while feeling 
like a winner at heart, that recognition is beautiful and the connection you get 
with the crowd is wonderful. It was a speechless moment. 

The collection was shot before lockdown. A big part of it was also to ensure 
diversity and inclusivity with the art. I really wanted to portray makeup on 
different skin tones and different applications of makeup from the glamour 
aspect to the body paint on her hands for one of the submissions, as well as 
special FX. 

The biggest part of it was just seeing everyone come together. I’d love 
to see that again and see more out of the box talent and creativity. With 
these competitions, you see things you don’t typically see on social media 
or Instagram, which is a lot of repetitive art, I find. When entering these 
competitions, you really go outside of the box and I absolutely love that and I love 
seeing it from not only myself and my team, but from other creatives as well. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

For me, a big part of it was the connection. Connecting with other creatives, 
connecting with inner expression, connecting with my team to bring magic 
together. Having that winning mindset is heartfelt, but getting that actual 
recognition really rose spirits after everything that has happened. 

Winner Spotlight

winner
NATALIA FARAHMAND

@desideriobeauty

Make Up Artist of the Year
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winner
JANET JACKSON
@janetjacksonhairstylist

Multicultural Artist of the Year

2X
WINNER!

I watched on Instagram - I did end up finding a couple of videos where they 
announced my win. From what I saw, it was beautiful. I definitely think that 
coming out of a pandemic and being able to bring the industry together like 
that was beautiful, it looked like it was very well put together and organized. All 
the sponsors and the booths that were present looked really good. 

I’ve never been one of those barbers or hairdressers who would really want to 
put my work out there. I think in past situations when I did and I didn’t win, it 
kind of gave me a sense of defeat so it made me not want to do it. But with the 
VZN Awards and with Andrea’s support, I submitted regardless – I do what I do 
for me, for my clients, and anyone who loves what I do - I do it for that. It took 
me a minute to process the whole thing. It was one of those things where I felt 
very humbled by it, but I also was like, “Is this for real?”

For Barber of the Year, that collection was a campaign concept I came up 
with 2018/2019. It was a team collection where I had people working on it with 

me. I wanted to do a campaign that was going to be our first concept for the 
society volume one. I created this edge of what my brand is, what I am. For the 
Multicultural Barber, I had done this series and I had called it the Smokey Grey 
Series because it’s not your typical black and white imagery, but it has a bit of 
an essence to the tone of them. It was a representation of multicultural but it 
was also all of my work. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

The VZN awards for me represents celebration around people’s internal visions 
coming to reality. I think it’s also a growing experience, an opportunity for people 
to really see how far you’ve come in the industry. That’s what it was for me, it was 
that milestone. To have such a strong brand like the VZN Awards showcasing very 
strong people in our industry - it’s a vision of my ongoing growth.  

Winner Spotlight

winner
MIKKA GIA

@mikkagia

Multicultural Barber

2X
WINNER!
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winner
THAD JAYASEELAN
@thaddeus.10

Men's Clipper Cutting

The ambiance and the energy was really good. I saw people I haven’t seen in 
a couple of years, I mingled with a few people that I know. I had a great time 
coming to an event where we haven’t seen each other in person for so long.  
I love the magazine and I just wanted to support Andrea. Being there was 
amazing, it was a chance to see people. We’ve been in lockdown for two years. 
Seeing how excited people were and seeing the amazing work – Andrea and  
the team did an amazing job. She captured the experience. 

In between two lockdowns I did a shoot, and obviously long hair for men is a 
trend right now. I had to go back to looking at it differently, different shapes  

and haircuts. Long hair is basically making movements – making it work for  
the individual. At the end of the day, if someone sits in your chair and is like,  
“I just grew my hair out, I haven’t cut it in a year,” you have to make it work. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

It was amazing being part of something that was new, that’s fresh, young.  
I love Andrea and I love what she’s doing. I’ve been doing this a long time.  
We have to get young people on board and get them excited. 

Winner Spotlight

winner
PAUL PEREIRA

@paulpereirahair

Men's Long Hair
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winner
JESSICA GOGUEN
@cndjess

Nail Tech of the Year

I would have loved to attend virtually, but I’m in New Brunswick. I had some 
work to take care of now that the pandemic is easing out a bit - I had to stay 
home and concentrate on my business. I dedicate this award and accept this 
award on behalf of every nail technician, student, owner, educator, innovator 
who just keeps fighting everyday despite the pandemic and keep going despite 
any challenges. It’s the only thing we know how to do. 

My nail art design is very abstract. I love abstract artistry, I really pull from the 
abstract and architecture, and just fluid motions and anything that is raised and 
embossed and crystalized. I really love those elements in my nail artwork and I 
think that collection represented those elements. 

What a strong, female beauty leader we have in Andrea and all of her team.  
I love a lot of things about it already – the name of the award, the fact that 
it was organized despite the pandemic and how it was done and it was just 

fabulous down to the graphics and the images to the presentation and the MC. 
The only thing I could suggest would be potentially adding other categories. 
Especially in the nail category – maybe Rising Nail Teach of the Year, or Nail 
Student of the Year? Something that would include nail tech programs in the 
beauty schools. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

The VZN Awards is an awards celebration that honours the artists in our 
beauty world who exceed those expectations. I really feel like these awards 
are a celebration of the industry’s top leaders, visionaries and creatives. It is 
necessary to not only foster that, but honour those professionals who keeps 
pushing those boundaries. That’s what the VZN Awards are all about – it’s about 
vision. We need those people to look up to. 

Winner Spotlight

winner
FRANK CINI

@frank.cini

Ontario Canadian Stylist

2X
WINNER!
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winner
RODRIGO ARENADA
@rodrigohairdresser

Quebec Canadian Stylist

For me, what Andrea did was huge. She found a way to do it in person and it 
was mind-blowing. I don’t know what happened that evening, but the ambiance 
was so good and everyone was in a good mood. For the context that we’re 
living in now, it was extraordinary. As an example, humans can adapt and change 
to the new reality and that evening was a good example of that. How can we 
change with the context? 

It doesn’t matter the number of awards you have. When you win with all of those 
talented hairstylists, every time it’s unbelievable. It’s the final point from a long 
process and it’s so rewarding. For me, the most important thing is to be a good 
leader of my team at the salon. The moment you win, you feel proud, you feel 
lucky, you feel like all the work you put in is payback. But I always think of the 
other finalists and how they feel because I did so many competitions, and when 
the person on stage opens the envelope, you just want to hear your name. 

I’m working on my collection for next year this month – I had a meeting this 
morning with my photographers. There are also so many talented hairstylists 
out there who can’t afford to do a competition, so it could be nice to include 
a “homemade” category for the future - do a collection, but show your talent 
without money. It could be a nice idea so everyone can participate. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

The VZN Awards for me are all about inclusivity for everybody – that’s the way  
I see it. I’ve known Andrea for a long time and she inspires me a lot because of 
what she’s doing right now. The awards for me mean hard work, perseverance,  
to be a visionary, and to try and do things differently. 

Winner Spotlight

2X
WINNER!

winner
RODRIGO ARENADA

@rodrigohairdresser

Sabino Di Tacchio Award

2X
WINNER!
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winner
KEREN JACKSON MARWA NABIB

Student Talent
winner

MICHELLE FINLAYSON
@michelleoliverhair

Stylist of the Year

I’m out West in Edmonton, so I didn’t get to go out there. I did watch as best as  
I could on the Instagram lives. The drive-in venue – amazing. It was a genius way 
to get around the situation and the stage looked huge and grand and exciting!  
It seemed to have an amazing energy to the entire night. It was cool the way 
Andrea brought together all the different parts of creatives as well. This gave 
the event a better feel overall. It felt as though there was more unity with 
creative people in general. 

I look up to everyone who is in the Stylist of the Year category. The work was 
gorgeous across the board. For many years, I’ve been very well known for my 
colour work and I’ve won regional awards before, but this is a national award 
for styling and that was a huge honour for me. It was actually one of my all-time 
favourite collections I’ve done. It’s a few years old – I loved working with the 

pastels mixed in with the dark clothing. I hired someone to do the big accent 
pieces to the clothing; they’re handmade out of paper. I love the addition of those 
pieces. It was really fun to build on the base outfit, and then work with the pieces 
she was creating. Around that time, I was working on the polish of the hair but 
also the softness because I think that can be tough to find that balance. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

The awards themselves are something that brings the industry together and 
celebrates individual work as well as collective industry projects. I think winning 
to me is just an amazing feeling because I know what goes into every collection. 
For Andrea to put this together in the time she did and have it run live was  
really special. 

Winner Spotlight
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winner
ADRIAN CAREW
@adrianc969

Texture Artist

It was short, sweet and to the point. Not only that, but the location was pretty 
fun. I hope she continues doing it during that time of year, in that same kind of 
environment. It made it very special. 

I utilized texture and I did my research on incorporating twists and braids.  
I went back to my roots, really. I went back to afros and mixed curly textures 
and incorporated curls with it, creating a whole collection.

I entered four of the categories. If I have a really good collection, I will for sure 
enter it again. The world is my oyster.

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

The opportunity to be recognized as an artist to the entire world. Some artists 
aren’t given the opportunity to shine. We all have visions. The whole concept is 
and was fantastic. Efe is a magazine for what? For artists to showcase artists.  
It’s a competition to showcase artists for people to see who these artists are. 

Winner Spotlight

We pulled in, and all of the volunteers were there guiding the car right in, giving 
us swag bags, full of smiles and love. The music was on, it was exciting. Even 
looking at the view – I already knew the view was going to be good but when  
I saw it in person, I was like, “Woah.”

To be a finalist for the very first award show since COVID started felt amazing.  
I already knew I was going to win because I was alone in my category but just to 
see my collection up there reminded me of why I keep going, why I keep doing 
this. It’s exactly what I’ve always dreamt for this collection. It makes all the hard 
work worth it. Not everyone gets to win. We all win we all lose, but to actually 
win the category? It was an honour. 

I specifically focused on primary colours to create my collection. The collection 
is called Primary. I wanted to have three models who were all multicultural. You 
get to braid, you get to glue, you get to sew. It was all about hair movement and 
when you add wind to it, those colours start to blend in. I wanted to see what 
I could do with just the basics of colour and colour theory, to see how I could 

showcase what we could do when you don’t have to mix colour in a bowl and 
apply it to their hair. We literally could move the hair. 

One thing I’d love to see is maybe the possibility of even all the winners coming 
back to do a live show with our own models. It would be cool to see more 
action like Andrea doing the live show. Even just some model hair presence. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

What the VZN Awards mean to me is representation. I feel like when it comes 
to the VZN Awards, because it comes from a multicultural magazine and 
direction, it allows people to be more exposed to culture. All of the models I 
worked with were from Native, Asian, and African descent. I loved how it was 
so different; I wasn’t seeing a plethora of white models. There was diversity, 
just pure representation and many different textures of hair and categories for 
people to enter in.  

Winner Spotlight

winner
DUSTIN SCHUMANN

@dustin_chad_schumann

Weave Artist
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winner
MARLO STEENMAN
@marlosteenmanhair

Western Canada Stylist

Winning is so much more fun than losing, I’ll tell you that! It goes back to being 
recognized, and your art. People get it. It’s such a wonderful feeling to win. It’s 
hard to put your art out there, it’s a very vulnerable state. There are always 
critics, and there are always people who go, “wow, what were they thinking?” 
It takes a lot of guts to do this and to enter. To put it out there and be judged, 
essentially. It means a lot to win, it’s a huge honour, honestly. 

I do have a method to my madness. Each collection I do put out, I start to 
live the part - whether I’m doing an Avant-Garde piece, or I’m doing a piece 
where it’s a little more natural. With every collection I always make sure I do 
an image board. I take hundreds of photos of things I love whether it’s a dress 
or a piece of jewellery. Then I start to map it out and that’s generally how all 

my collections start. It’s kind of cheesy, but they find me. With each collection 
you’re in a different place in your life. It just depends where I am in my life and 
what appeals to me at that time. All my collections are a journey, it’s my diary. 

What do the VZN awards mean to you?

This is exactly what we do – we do this, we put ourselves out there, we have a 
platform to display our art. It’s not about everybody loving it or hating it - it’s 
about support. We all support each other. That’s what it means, our industry 
coming together. Hairdressers are social and it means so much to see the 
people you love and respect, it means the world. 

Winner Spotlight
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Thank you to our 2021 sponsors:

PMS 2695 PURPLE ON WHITE - LARGE SCALE

PMS 2695 PURPLE ON WHITE - SMALL SCALE

WHITE ON PMS 2695 PURPLE - LARGE SCALE

WHITE ON RICH BLACK - LARGE SCALE

RICH BLACK ON WHITE - LARGE SCALE

RICH BLACK ON WHITE - SMALL SCALE

WHITE ON PMS 2695 PURPLE - SMALL SCALE

WHITE ON RICH BLACK - SMALL SCALE

Our Gold Sponsor: Our Silver Sponsors: Produced By:
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winners INDUSTRY'S CHOICE 
PRODUCTS OF THE YEAR

Schwarzkopf Professional  
Igora Royal

Schwarzkopf  
Professional  
Osis+ Finish  
Elastic

Joico 
Weekend Hair  

L'Oreal Professional  
Vitamino Color Mask

American Crew Pomade

Moroccanoil  
Treatment

Best Colour Line

L'Oreal Professional Tecni Art 
Morning After Dust

Best Styling Product

Best Hair  
Spray

Best Dry  
Shampoo

Best Deep  
Conditioner

Best Men's Styling
Best Oil

Schwarzkopf 
Professional 
Blondme

Best Lightner
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